
PASTORAL CARE TEAM 
St Luke’s Pastoral Care team is made 
up of committed volunteers who   
generously give their time to serve the 
church family and community. Along 
with the clergy they meet with people 
and provide a listening ear and prayer 
if people want this. They visit people in their homes, care homes and 
hospital or meet up for a cuppa and chat.  The Team are passionate 
about sharing God’s love through practical help, support or befriending.  
The Team is well established and the Co-ordinators receive referrals from 
various individuals within St. Luke’s church and the broader community. 
All referrals are followed up appropriate support is provided.  This could 
be home visits, shopping, cooking, hospital visits or telephone contact.  
L23 Partnership  St. Luke’s Pastoral Care Team meet with L23              
Partnership of churches (St. Michaels, St. Nicholas, All Saints and St. 
Frideswyde’s) led by Reverend Neil Short to share good practice.               
Care Home Friends  As part of the L23 Partnership a new project has 
been set up called ‘Care Home Friends’ which links into Embracing Age 
Charity. New members have joined the team to get involved in this     
project. Volunteers have been trained by CEO Embracing Age in October 
2019 and now visit residents in a local Care Home. The Team also         
support the ‘Holiday at Home 2019 Project’ for older people and is in its 
second year across the L23 Partnership and will take place on 21st - 28th 
June 2020.  Helen Condran and Brenda Hampson 

 
HOME COMMUNION 
Home Communion is available for anyone who       
requests it or needs it for a period of time.  This 
year twenty three people have received Home              
Communion and five people receive Home             
Communion regularly.  If you are interested in 
joining the Team please contact Helen or Brenda.  
We would welcome new team members to join 
us.  Helen Condran and Brenda Hampson 

 



LIVING WITH LOSS GROUP 
The group continues to meet every month 
throughout the year on the FIRST       
TUESDAY, at 10.30 am in the Crosby room.  
A short time of prayer before people     
arrive has had amazing results in new 
members,  some come every week and 
others dip in and out, not everyone is from St Luke’s. Everyone feels the 
benefit of Jackie's mindfulness time and most weeks someone will bring 
an interesting or helpful thing they’ve read.  We use the Age concern’s 
use of The Plaza Cinema to meet up once a month, as a social outing, 
meeting in the foyer for the 1pm, watching a film is optional.  A new  
venture introduced recently by members is lunch at The Endbutt Hotel, 
Endbutt Lane. Once a month at 12 0’clock. (date varies)  It’s encouraging 
that new ideas are being introduced by members, and wonderful when 
one member brought her recently bereaved neighbour.  So what we 
would like to achieve in 2020 is a means of easing the pain of 
loss, through whatever way God leads us.  Contact the office for more 
information 931 3119.  Hazel large 

 
QUIET PRAYER 
We continue to meet in the parish office to pray 
on Mon & Fri mornings,  9.15am-9.45am. As well 
as bringing various needs - local, national and 
global  into our gracious Father’s presence, we 
also try to listen to what He would say to us and 
how He would have us pray.  We endeavour too, 

to give thanks for answered prayer, as we regularly see prayers            
answered. On Tuesday mornings, we meet outside Boots at 9.15am and 
have a prayer walk through Crosby village. Our walk takes various 
routes including Cooks and Manor Roads to pray for St Luke’s,           
Valewood and St Michael’s schools, residential areas, Coronation Road 
and  Endbutt Lane in addition to the village centre. We continue to chat 
to local traders and have given thanks for positive changes in the village. 
Our prayers for the beleaguered Thomas Cook staff were answered as 



to give thanks for answered prayer, as we regularly see prayers            

Hays Travel took over and the staff were retained. Links continue with 
Grove Court flats and Sandalwood, and a service of readings and carols 
was held in each leading up to Christmas.  All are welcome to join us to 
pray Mon & Fri 9.15am in the parish office, Tues 9.15am outside Boots (or in 
Storyhouse if it’s raining!)    Jan Matthews 
 

SMALL GROUPS 
Across the last year the Small Groups that are 
led by various leaders from the church have              
continued. Some have grown as other        
members of church, and often newer          
members, have wanted to join a small group. 
Small Groups are the best place to continue to 
read and learn, pray with others and receive 
the support that we all need in our lives from 
time to time. Some groups have studied a book 

and the favourite seems to be 'The Table' by our Bishop Paul 
Bayes.  Others have got stuck into unpacking the sermon series running at 
any given time, and others have found a set of studies on a bible book to 
be useful.  Many of our small groups have as a group attended the Big    
Bible Course initiated by Colin Stephens, and found this course to be a   
useful and interesting that has been a great help in understanding and   
being more able to read and enjoy the Bible. Thanks go to the various   
leaders for all the care, time and energy they put into leading their small 
group.  As a group of leaders we meet termly, to discuss how small group 
is going and to pray for our small groups, as well as each other as           
leaders.  We can also then share information about the teaching in church 
on Sunday and how that sermon series can be furthered in our small 
groups.  We do need more small groups to start, particularly one for young 
adults and another for young families.  So please pray for those new 
groups in the hoping and planning stage, and please pray for all our      
leaders.  Amanda Bruce 
 
PRAYER MINISTRY 
In 2019 we gave out cards with the words “Prayer changes things” little did 
we know then just how much! The PMT have a vision to branch out into all 



aspects of prayer led by small groups 
of the team. We all meet once a 
month and during these times God 
has laid many things on our hearts. 
Emma felt burdened by the declining 
youth in our church and formed a 
small youth prayer group, which 
meets regularly. Since then a youth 
group has started on a Friday        

evening in Storyhouse!  Karen felt God prompting her to take two of 
the team every Tuesday afternoon to Storyhouse to be available for 
people as needed. We laid hands and prayed at the outset and Eric 
testifies to feeling a renewed power of God as he prays with people 
outside the church.  God has brought many people to us with needs 
too deep for the limited time after services. So Helen and Shirley meet 
with individual people weekly on Wednesdays. There have been many 
tears but what a privilege to be trusted enough to share in the nitty 
and gritty of life and to see people set free from so much that binds 
them.  Debbie has led meditations at 6.30pm on Sundays with        
positive feedback and we continue to pray with people after Sunday 
services. A highlight recently was to pray for, and see a lady filled with 
the Holy Spirit who had only come to church to attend our Bible 
course!  We continue to pray for and support Hal in his ministry as 
part of the Chaplaincy team at Aintree hospital and Joyce Fell has 
started a prayer WhatsApp group so prayer needs are circulated     
instantly. We attended a prophecy training day led by Rev Steve 
McGanity from Christchurch S’port which was excellent and            
challenged us further.  In 2020 we would like to have healing rooms 
and pray with people on the streets. God has given clear direction this 
past year and we feel we will know the right time to start these new 
ventures.  We have a brilliant team of people with a strong bond     
between us, it is a huge privilege to be part of this team who give of 
themselves sacrificially and ‘behind the scenes’ because of their love 
and compassion for others. God is at work in so many tangible ways 
and we are very encouraged and excited by what he has done, is     



doing and will continue to do.  Shirley Wallin 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAM CLUB/STEPPING STONES  
Meets Tuesday afternoons during school term time in our Church 
Hall.  It’s a place where children and their carers can play, make friends, 
enjoy stories about God’s love and make related crafts to take home. 
This year we did a series on the 7 days of Creation and another on 
some of the Old Testament stories about the amazing things that God 
did, including saving Jonah, healing Naaman, helping Elijah and the 
widow and taking Moses and the Israelites across the Red sea.  We are 
grateful for Linda and Vicky’s continued support in the kitchen and  
during our sessions. Linda has also organised 2 raffles so we could send 
£150 to Claire House. Some of our families supported the Shoe Box   
appeal and many regularly pass on donations for Food Bank. We      
continue to welcome new members, many of whom have no other 
connection to ours or any other church. We have given  out books at 
Christmas and Easter sharing the true meaning of these special events 
and hold a party in July for our leavers who are presented with a gift to 
remind them of the stories we have learnt together while they were 
with us. We want to continue to be a blessing to our families through 
friendship, in offering a safe a space to play and learn, by giving         
encouragement for all the ups and downs of life and through offers of 
prayer. We do feel we are Church on a Tuesday and value your support. 
Bev, Nicky, Linda and Vicky 
 
LITTLE LIGHTS 0-4 
Little Lights meet on the 1st and 3rd Sunday during the 11am Service. 
With around 20 children (age 1 to school age) the sessions include 
songs, Bible stories and craft activities to support the children and 
their grownups in learning about God and how He wants to be with us 



everyday as we grow in His love. Each session is focused on a central 
theme and teaching from the Bible following seasonal themes or     
sermon series where relevant. It has been great to have support from 
Steph and Cathy to support the group if Sue and/or Gill are not       
available. As a church we really want to support these families in their 
walk with Jesus and in them being involved in the life of the St Luke's 
family.   
 
CLAMBERERS GROUP 
3-6 years  
On the 1st and 3rd Sundays we move 
over to the Church Hall after a short 
participation in the 11am church    
service.  We play games (an assault 
course was very popular), relay bible 
stories using dressing-up and role 
play; we have some really interesting 
discussions and make story related 
crafts to take home and share with family - through these methods we 
aim to further guide the children on their journey of faith.  We         
generally have between 2 to 6 children per session, with occasional 
visiting children. We made ‘prayer sticks’ to encourage the children to 
participate in praying, and some will open our session in prayer.  We 
explored being part of Jesus’ family  naming people we knew as our 
church family; we looked at using the ‘TeaSPoon’ prayer structure – 
(Thank you, Sorry, Please) and using our hands to do good things. We 
covered some of the same sessions given in Pram Club as we have   
different children at the sessions – we found this very helpful in        
cutting down on planning numerous sessions & crafts! We are         
continually grateful to Diane Kerr who stands in to support us if either 
Nicky or I myself are unavailable, though we would still dearly love 
regular help in running this group. In the coming year, we ask for 
prayer to see an increase in regular numbers.  Nicky Fell & Bev Seel 
  



EXPLORERS 7-10 YEARS 
This year in       
Explorers we 
have continued 
to make sure our 
sessions are fun 
and enjoyable 
and most of all different from lessons at school. We achieve this by   
using different environments (inside and outside), different activities 
(bingo has become a favourite) and ensuring we have time to listen to 
and learn from the children themselves. Since September we have seen 
our numbers grow, with children joining us from different schools not 
just St. Luke’s Halsall.  We have been using the Faith Builders program 
which uses Lego to explain and support particular passages from the 
Bible, a number of our Lego creations have been on display on           
windowsills in Church.  In the spring and summer of 2019, the children 
grew tomato plants from seed and were able to plant them out in the 
Church grounds. Each time we met we had a quick visit to the veggie 
plot to see how they were developing and do a bit of weeding/watering 
when required. We use this activity to discuss many aspects relating to 
Christian life and stories from the Bible.  We continue to encourage the 
children to learn about God by asking questions, sharing their thoughts, 
doubts, stories and prayer requests.  We ask for your prayers that a 
fourth leader will come forward to support Nicky, Emma and Jo as we 
lead the children and grow their faith.  Jo Marshall 
 
THE WAY YOUTH CLUB 
Numbers have remained steady at the low to mid 
twenties, which is ideal for the amount of leaders we 
have  available at the moment. Special evenings were 
again held which included discos, pancake making, 
party nights and of course the annual BBQ. The Easter 
Bunny made an appearance and so did the Grinch 
again. We would like to increase the number of 



events we put on next year but because of the lack of leaders this is 
very difficult.  Tim Causer 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2ND ST LUKE’S BROWNIES 
This year 2nd Crosby St. Luke's Brownies have had lots 
of fun and learned many new skills together. We have                           
attended two fabulous County events, Spooks and Sparkles at    
Scarisbrick and a Thinking Day event, which not only had lots of crafts 
and activities but also had a live link to another guiding unit in 
Europe. We had a lovely time watching Frozen II at the Plaza and 
thoroughly enjoyed the cooking session run by 'Apple of my Eye' who 
showed us how to prepare and cook fajitas. With such a media focus 
on looking after the planet we enthusiastically took part in Girl      
Guiding's Future Girl campaign and made our own 'plastic promises' 
on how we can use less single use plastic. At the moment as well as 
working on our Brownie Badges we are busy planning our residential 
weekend to the local Guiding accommodation at Shirdley Hill. If you 
would like any further information please contact us at The Owls 
Julie Perry, Lizzie Perry and Leah Solomon.  
2crosbystlukes@gmail.co.uk 
 
STORYHOUSE 
In 2019 StoryHouse Church had an average of 45 people attending on   
Sundays with a 50/50 split between adults and kids. We have been             
welcoming more guests each week and are maintaining contact 
through social events and coffee catch ups. We hosted an Alpha 
Course last autumn with fifteen guests, three Alpha guests joined our 
House Group to do the Bible Course. In September we started     
StoryHouse Youth; a monthly Christian youth group for teenagers in 
Crosby run by one of our Barista Evangelists and a group of              
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Crosby run by one of our Barista Evangelists and a group of              

volunteers from the café and Church. 
We started a weekly prayer time      
session with St Luke’s Prayer Ministry 
Team, hosted an informal carol service 
and a Darkest Night Service in            
December and at the end of the year a 
family who’d be attending StoryHouse 
for about a year became Christians. The Coffee Shop has had a big 
staff turnover which has taken time to adjust to, but we now have a 
great team with lots of new ideas. Our plan for 2020 is to support 
staff members in starting a monthly music night and a StoryHouse 
Coffee Shop Newsletter for the community. We hope to develop 
our youth ministry and to host a Youth Alpha. We’re planning        
another Alpha Course after Easter and are attending two Christian 
Festivals as a church. We hope to develop the prayer life of         
StoryHouse this year, encouraging people to ask for prayer as well 
creating space for Christians to gather to pray for Crosby. Lizzie & 
Dave Lowrie 

 
ST LUKE’S PREMISES  
We are well  blessed with all  our buildings  and 
the rooms we can offer both internal and   
external groups here at St Luke's in the 
church, hall and Parish Office. We continue to 
receive bookings  from many outside            

organisations , including two diabetes prevention heal th schemes, two 
1-2-1 consultations, tots music & movement class, pre-school          
gymnastic class, Silver Swans  for the over 60’s??, a monthly whist card 
group, Waterloo Theatre Company, Thornton Gardeners  and our 
school . Both the Ale Fest and St Luke's  Players  were well attended this 
last year. Church house groups and small groups  continue to meet 
regularly including Living with Loss, Keystone, Women’s  Fellowship, 
Crafty Ladies , Ni fty Kni tters and the  Sewing Group. The space in the 
hall  is always  in demand especially in the evenings  with Rainbows, 
Brownies, Guides  & youth club and many weekends taken by           
children's  parties. The upgrading of the Webster room is s till in         



discussion and we hope to news  on this soon. 
 
THE MAN SHED 
This is now run by Paul in conjunction with the 
local Veterans, but is open to anyone wishing 
to be involved. Paul has introduced a number 
of new wood working tools and is able to carry 
out a more varied range of tasks.  It is now 
open most days from 10.00am to 3.30pm, so if 
you are interested in the refurbishment of old  
tools, wood work, some up cycling, or helping 
with the church ground and buildings then give the shed a visit. Contact 
Dave Law for more info email: office@stlukecrosby.org.uk           
 
12K WALKING GROUP 
We meet usually in the last week of the month with the aim of           
completing a walk of about 12 kilometres all within one hour driving 
time from Crosby. In the winter months we keep in the local area        
discovering the footpaths and canals and even some of Liverpool’s 
Parks. Going further we have been to the Forest of Bowland, Ribble   
Valley, Delamere Forest and some coastal walks. We gather in St Luke’s 
car park at 9.00am to sort out transport. Most walks include a café or 
pub stop for refreshments and we stop along the way for a picnic lunch. 
If you are interested please send me an email to dave-
lawsys@btinternet.com and I will put you on the 12K Walking list. You 
will then get dates times and destinations for each walk. Dave Law  
 
CROSSROADS 

Once again we have enjoyed another successful 
year in Crossroads.  Events have included hilarious 
quiz nights and popular Christmas party evening, all 
of which were thoroughly enjoyed by everyone who 
attended.  The Wi-Fi has been well received by     
customers and we are now happy to announce we 
are able to take card payments as well as cash. This 
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year we have seen some staffing changes and have said goodbye to 
managers Joyce Norris and Elaine Orrett and hope they are enjoying a 
well-earned retirement. Work is continuing to make Crossroads the 
best it can be, and a huge ‘thank you’ must be said to the managers 
and committee members who are always busy working with            
dedication. A massive ‘thank you’ too to all the volunteers, who are 
such a crucial and amazing asset and make the centre possible. Don’t 
forget to pay a visit when you are in the village to enjoy a fabulous, 
tasty and inexpensive experience. If however, you are not able to drop 
in from time to time, please consider a monthly tithing contribution as 
every little bit helps.  We are always striving to recruit volunteers, and 
we would welcome more volunteers for just a few hours any day of the 
week and they would be assured of a warm reception, why not give it a 
try?  Please check out our Facebook page and give us a ‘like’.                 
Ali Dobson 
 
NIFTY KNITTERS 
We are a group of ladies who have 
been meeting for the last fourteen 
years to knit items for charity on a   
Friday afternoon in the Webster room 
from 1.15pm to 3.15pm. We mostly 
make hats, scarves and mitts to go in 
the shoe boxes at Christmas time and 
these are sent to the Samaritan's 
Purse charity for them to pop into boxes which don't have any knitted 
items inside. Anything we are given which isn't suitable such as        
blankets or jumpers etc goes to a small charity in Romania for severely 
disabled children, called Children in Distress. We also send hats and 
neck warmers for the seafarers who arrive in Liverpool and who use 
the local mission in Seaforth where they are greatly appreciated.  This 
year we have lost two valued members , Sue Graham and Glenys       
Linford, who have moved from the area and we thank them for their 
support and the many lovely items they have knitted for us. Some of 
our ladies have not been able to attend regularly this year due to illness 
and consequently the number of knitted goods we have made and the 



money we have been able to donate to charity  is lower than previous 
years. However we still managed to produce over two thousand 
items and gave £250 to Samaritan's Purse and also to Children in      
Distress.  We would be delighted to receive donations of wool at any 
time and also to welcome new members to our happy band of        
knitters - don't worry if you can't knit, we will teach you!  Brenda Mor-
ris & Carol Roocroft 
 
CRAFTY LADIES 
Crafty Ladies have survived and 
flourished since the loss of 
Marg Davey whose vision of a 
new expression, Crafty Ladies would become. We meet twice a 
month in the Webster room and currently we have about sixteen     
ladies beavering away with new crafts and familiar crafts each time 
we gather together. Starting with notices then a "Thought for the 
Day" followed by prayers for our friends, families and our own needs, 
giving thanks too for answered prayers. We have an occasional guest 
who will bring a new craft to demonstrate, or a new craft to practice 
from one of the in house members. Our lovely cards are on the         
carousel at the back of church all the time and we have a table sale of 
cards the first Sunday of each month. All proceeds go to support St 
Joseph's Hospice in Thornton, last year we were able to give them 
£1000. Please continue to support us and maybe take some cards to 
sell in your work place! Agnes Law, Carol Roocroft and Audrey Davis. 

 
SEWING GROUP  
The Sewing group has been meeting  on the 1st 
and 3rd Mondays of each month for just over  a 
year now.  We meet in the coffee lounge off the 
church hall from 1--3pm.  We have  members 
from our Church family and the community and 
welcome new members.  We continue to sew 
for charity, donating syringe driver bags,       
comfort bags, personal effects bags to hospitals and hospices in our 



Merseyside area, colourful quilts that are given to young adults    
leaving the care system, as well as  items that  contributed to the 
sales from our Charity Christmas fair.  We are constantly grateful for 
donations of fabric, thread etc.  And look forward to helping further 
charities, if anybody knows of any requests.  Please get in touch.  
Sandra Dowson  
 
ST LUKE’S WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 

The Women’s Fellowship is open to women 
of all ages.  We meet on the first Tuesday of 
each month, when we have a variety of 
speakers on many different topics. Over the 
past year our speakers have given talks on 
McMillan Nurses, Assistance Dogs, and the 

role of women in  Tudor times, including some very early toys.  We 
had a fascinating demonstration of needle felting, which was really 
inspirational. Our July outing was to the Anderton Boat Lift, an    
amazing feat of engineering.  Other speakers were a Liverpool     
Registrar (some very amusing anecdotes here) and a gentleman who 
gave an illustrated tour of Wales, with beautiful photos and an       
excellent commentary.  We always end the year with a Christmas 
Lunch, last year at the Royal Hotel in Waterloo. Delicious as always.  
New members are    always welcome, why not give us a go?  Julie Gill 
 
BIBLE SOCIETY 
We hold an annual Bible Reading contest for 
junior children: years 2 to year 6: and this year seventy four children 
entered, from St Luke’s, St John’s and St Nicholas.  The February Cof-
fee morning was held principally to raise awareness and funds for 
the event, but was not well supported in numbers.  Our Committee 
comprises of    members from local churches, St Luke’s representa-
tives are Colin Stephens and June Barnard.  We hope to increase our 
members in order to raise awareness of Bible Society’s role in the 
local churches and overseas.  Please encourage interest , and sup-
port.  June Barnard 



LAKESIDE  
We meet on the first Tuesday at 8pm of every month 
at Crosby Lakeside for a walk and a talk, to reflect on 
being disciples of Jesus. Jesus called some of his    
disciples at the lakeside and had a  barbecue with 
them after his resurrection at the lakeside. We meet God through each other and 
through the wind, rain, moonlight and late evening sun as we walk around the lake 
in all seasons, before going indoors for a drink and a talk. We use a reflection    
prepared by someone in the group, based on scripture and experience, which 
stands alone every month. This is a open group for occasional drop in as well as for 
those who come every month, whatever the weather. Rosemary Turner. Please  
contact me on rturner86@live.co.uk or via the office.” 
 
KEYSTONE  
Throughout 2019 God has continued to bless 
us and meet our financial needs and the need 
for new members.  In November we held a 
service to remember the twenty one people 
who have been part of Keystone and who 
have died in the seven years we have been running. Each person who had 
lost a loved one was given a wooden “pebble” on which was painted the 
name of the person who had been lost. Candles were lit as the names 
were read and people came forward to place the pebble in a bowl at the 
front of church along with a dove, a heart and a cross as symbols of 
peace, love and hope.  Those who came appreciated the time of quiet 
and remembrance. The bowl is in the prayer area of church if you would 
like to see it.  December we again had our Christmas Lunch at West 
Lanc’s golf club. Most people were given Malcolm Duncan’s Nite Bless-
ings book and I have had comments about how meaningful this is. The 
Christmas service took place at St Michael’s and it was lovely for the 
team not be on duty as St Michael’s people  took care of refreshments, 
acted as sidespeople and took part in the service. The week before 
Christmas we had “Games round the Tree” with some, but minimum 
cheating! You know who you are!  Keystone prayer partners and           
supporters continue to meet monthly to pray and others are welcome to 
join us on the third Monday of each month at 10:30am in the Crosby 
Room.   We now meet weekly which is a big commitment for the team to 
whom I say “Thank You”.  Jane Stephens 
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cheating! You know who you are!  Keystone prayer partners and           

 
 
 

GROUNDFORCE 
The church grounds are inspected annually 
as part of the Green Flag initiative. In 2019 
the judge concluded: “This is a valuable site 
and is well looked after. It is peaceful and 
has some wonderful flora. Apart from a bit 
of work needed to the car park, railings and   
tarmac this is a very smart, tidy and impres-
sive site. Congratulations to all involved in the upkeep of St Luke's 
Church Grounds.” We achieved ‘outstanding’ as part of Crosby in 
Bloom and a special award for having received it five years in a row. 
We typically have 12 -15 people at Groundforce on the first Saturday 

St Luke’s Bookstall 2019

Sales: 735, £6,568
(incl.  Bible Course supplies)

139 
Customers

Bestsellers (individual orders)
The Table by Paul Bayes 34 (New Bookstall Record)
Scattered Servants by Alan Scott 15
The Field Guide To the English Clergy 
by Fergus Butler Gallie 15
The Lion Kids Bible Comic 13
Noah's Ark Bath Book 12
The Bare Bible by Peter Graystone 10
Travels with a Primate by Terry Waite 10

Supported by bookstall

• St Luke's Halsall school
• Bible Society Bible Course
• Bible Society coffee morning
• Keystone
• St Luke’s Childrens’ groups
• Pastoral  Care



of each month, with a mixture of St Luke’s    
people and others.  Dan Dean does a good job 
as groundsperson and David Law continues to 
make a fantastic contribution. John Turner is 
getting more involved in managing the 
grounds. We continue to be reminded of the 

need to pray for protection for our grounds as we  experience regular 
low level vandalism. We are beginning to implement the PCC’s          
commitment to adopt a more sustainable approach to managing the 
grounds. We let the grass grow longer for a season in the least visited 
part of the graveyard and have sown wildflowers but unfortunately 
didn’t see much benefit in 2019. The grounds are a    precious resource, 
providing opportunities to come close to God. It is a privilege for 
Groundforce to look after them and great to know that people          
appreciate visiting St Luke’s grounds & gardens.        
Steve and Jan Matthews  
 
ECO TEAM 
We've had another busy year of raising funds, 
and have sent a total annual donation of £1100, 
to our Mission Partner, A Rocha, which has been 
very gratefully received. This money provides 
bursaries to students in Kenya, for their            
secondary school ed ucation, lin ked to                 
developing an awareness of environmental       
issues.  Mid-way through the year, we decided to 
stop selling household products and cakes, on 
the monthly stall, and instead provide a weekly 
self-serve trolley in the welcome area, to sell 
jams and produce from the Church grounds. We felt that cleaning 
products such as Ecover etc, were freely available in many local shops, 
at a fair price, so we decided to focus on selling preserves, and honey, 
these are now also available to buy, in the foyer of the Parish Office.  
Our bees have also been busy, enabling us to contribute an additional 
£500, from honey sales, towards the "Bees and Trees" project in 
Kenya.  We meet occasionally to co-ordinate St Luke's response to the 



Fifth Mark of Mission 'To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation, 
and sustain and renew the life of the earth’.  We have just achieved 
Silver Ecochurch  award - yet to be celebrated - and have a new plan 
for 2020.  Many thanks to you all, for your continuing support for A 
Rocha.  Sandra Brogan & Rosemary Turner 

 
ST LUKE’S PLAYERS 
Time / Venue - Wednesdays at 19.30 in the church hall from             
September to January; performances early February 
Purpose Amateur drama group 
St Luke’s Players stage an annual   
pantomime in February. The aim of 
the group is to entertain audiences of 
all ages, raise money for charities and 
provide the opportunity for drama, 
dance and music within a Christian 
environment.  This year the group 
performed their hilarious adapted version of Aladdin which was well 
received by audiences and resulted in a sellout for all five                  
performances; and thanks to our paying audiences, along with our 
dedicated cast, support staff and excellent dancers, we’ve again 
raised over £4,500. This year we’re dividing this between The Cystic 
Fibrosis Trust, Children’s Cancer Support (CHICS) and Woodlands 
Hospice.  This year we successfully applied for ‘The President’s Fund’ 
grant from Marine Football Club and were the happy recipients of 
£250 to help purchase new sound and lighting equipment.  Our    
members are mostly associated with St Luke’s Church, but as part of 
our outreach we always love to welcome newcomers from further a 
field. We’d love more young people (15 or over on 31 August 2020) to 
become involved in acting or support roles. Rehearsals are always 
lots of fun and have created great friendships within the group. So if 
you’d like to try treading the boards with St Luke’s Players or support 
behind the scenes, please have a chat with one of our members.      
Ali Dobson, Secretary 
 
   



ST LUKE’S HALSALL SCHOOL 
‘Inspiring lives, building futures together with   
Jesus.’ 
School continues to thrive and be a happy and 
pleasant place to learn and work; where the       
influence of Christ is ever present and children are 
nurtured and developed on a daily basis. It is a real 
privilege to be in a position to help shape and     
influence the pupils’ futures and promote God’s 

love in their lives.  Much of our school improvement work this year is 
focusing upon re-shaping and enhancing our curriculum to provide 
greater subject specific depth and breadth and increasing the links 
across subject areas.  We have had a number of staffing changes in 
the last twelve months and are presently in the process of appointing 
a new deputy head for September as Mrs Jones moves into the        
ordained ministry this summer. Your prayers for her and to ensure we 
find the right person are greatly appreciated. We were holding a     
coffee afternoon in school on Tuesday March 17th to welcome church 
members to discuss ways you could help us to support the children in 
their learning, however, due to the current climate we had to         
postpone and we hope to reschedule this in time. As always we       
appreciate your prayers as we face the everyday challenges school life 
presents and aim to be Christ’s representatives to the school         
community.  Thank you all, Richard Miller, Headteacher. 
 
IN ANOTHER PLACE 
In Another Place, a Christian Community Theatre Company, with an 
office in St Luke’s Hall, continue to take Good News outside church 
walls through many creative and theatrical events that we pray have a 
big impact on people’s lives. We continue our Crosby Assembly 
Teams, Worship Warriors and Gospel Choir as before. A year ago, we 
moved into a large shop in Bootle Strand. It has been a wonderful 
base for regular workshops, performance and storage. We now run a 
sewing workshop in addition to the cardboard workshop which have 
both attracted local residents. These workshops help make costumes 
and props for our events. We are also providing a weekly Bootle 
choir, a Happiness Course and a ‘Quiet Dome’. We have had several 



interactive performances including 
‘The Little Narnia Experience’ 
adapted into a school hall sized set. 
In December we took over the 
Strand’s Grotto on the condition 
we could have a nativity scene at the end, with Santa saying “I’m not 
the only important one at Christmas” before directing them down to 
the Innkeeper who told them the Nativity story. These performances 
have attracted over 2000 people each and this year we look forward to 
performing ‘Alice in Retroland’ with giant board games in our unit,    
Little Narnia as a roadshow into schools and a repeat of the Grotto.  On 
top of those events, we were planning for Liverpool Passion,               
Liverpool’s first open air passion play on Good Friday in William brown 
Street, unfortunately due to current climate we have had to cancel our 
performance and hopefully you will be able to see it in 2021. At       
Christmas, we are bringing a return of our inaugural Nativity                 
performance on Crosby beach with the return of the camel, as an end 
of Sefton’s Borough of Culture year. We continue to be immensely 
grateful to St Luke's who are wonderfully supportive through both 
prayer and financial support. John Manwell 
 
 
 
 
The aim of the world mission group is to ensure world mission is central 
to the life of our parish and we make recommendations to the PCC 
about how we can do so.  The list below outlines who we support both 
prayerfully and financially: 
Three overseas charities: Samaritans Purse, Toybox and A Rocha. 
Three overseas personal links: Molyneux’s ongoing work in Malawi, 
Mary Bunn in Sierra Leone and Alejandro Mesco in Peru.  
Three home charities: The Children’s Society, Sefton Women and      
Children’s Aid (SWACA) and In Another Place (IAP). 
One home personal link: Matthew Thompson, Liverpool Universities 
Christian Union Staffworker. 



Please take time to read the reports 
which follow this summary. Regular 
reviews of who we support take place 
and we welcome comments and     
suggestions about this.  The mission 
notice board in the welcome area     
displays news of our link charities and 
partners for whom there is a monthly 
focus.  If you would like to receive 

news and regular prayer updates electronically, please speak to         
members of the World Mission Group whose names appear after each 
individual report. We are so grateful to all who pray for our mission    
partners and for the regular donations received and the amazingly      
generous response to our emergency appeals.   
Maureen Cawdron, World Mission Coordinator 
 
SWACA 
This year was another very busy year for SWACA, as the support needed 
for Women and Children who are experiencing and have been affected 
by Domestic Abuse living in Sefton, remains high.  We are sadly dealing 
with an increasing complexity within the cases we support and the 
trauma experienced by our Service Users, across all the diverse          
communities within Sefton.  SWACA continues to provide a range of 
practical and emotional support services to our Service Users, through 
both 1:1 work with our Caseworkers, and through Group Work, (for both 
adults and children separately).  We also continue to provide our 
Women’s Refuge, for Women, and Children where relevant, left with no 
choice but to leave their home to escape Domestic Abuse.   
We are continuing to find it challenging to meet the full demand for our 
services, as a Charity, but we remain well supported by a range of       
partners, including Sefton Council, our local NHS, and of course a range 
of organisations including St. Luke’s, a long standing supporter and 
friend of SWACA, who provide highly valued financial and moral support. 
Looking forward to the remainder of 2020, with the continued pressure 

If you know anyone who requires support / 
home visit / home communion or following a 

bereavement. 
Please let us know by contacting us with details.

Email: pastoralcare@stlukecrosby.org.uk 
Helen Condran 07596667137 

Brenda Hampson 07835702206. 
Please do ensure that you have their permission 

to share their details.

mailto:pastoralcare@stlukecrosby.org.uk


on services, we are ambitious in 
terms of looking at identifying a 
creative / diverse mix of funding 
sources, to help us continue to 
deliver needed support.  We want to strengthen our Group Work 
offer, increase the capacity particularly of our Adult Caseworker 
teams, and continue to develop our efficiency and effectiveness.  
But we are very optimistic we can work with a range of funders 
and supporters to secure the resources to help us increase our 
service offer and fully meet need.  Our staff, supported by         
student social workers, are highly committed, hard-working and 
skilled, and it can be very stressful and challenging work.  Staff 
really do appreciate the pastoral support of St. Luke’s, and other 
community-based organisations, as it makes a difference to know 
colleagues outside of the organisation are thinking of us.   
Neil Frackelton, Chief Executive, SWACA 
 
TOYBOX 
The Toybox charity work on the streets 
of Latin America with homeless          
children.  Toybox works in Guatemala, 
Bolivia, Peru, El Salvador, Nicaragua, 
India and Kenya. Here at St Luke’s we 
are helping to support the Toybox campaign to get the Children 
of Guatemala registered with birth certificates. It is estimated that 
roughly 700,000 children are unregistered. The cost is upwards of 
£32 per child, which is beyond the reach of the families of many of 
these children. This Christmas Toybox had an appeal, on Rev. 
Richard Coles Radio 4 programme, to raise funds for the birth    
certificate campaign. Over £64,000 was raised and this has         
enabled Toybox to expand their campaign to some of the other 
countries they work in. This work will continue until no further 
children remain unregistered. On behalf of Toybox I would like to 
thank you all for contributing and ask that you keep Toybox in 



your prayers. If you would like more information please go the      
Toybox Charity website www.toybox.org.  Janette Burridge. 
 
SAMARITANS 
PURSE 
Samaritans Purse is a 
m u l t i f u n c t i o n a l ,  
evangelistic charity, 
doing relief work across the world wherever there are wars,        
earthquakes, floods and disease.  Through our Operation Christmas 
Child project, Samaritan’s Purse helps distribute our boxes, which 
helps brighten the lives of children and their families who are      
struggling to survive in many parts of the world.  Hundreds of      
thousands of boxes from the UK go to countries in Africa, middle 
eastern Europe and refugee camps in the middle east.  Sadly the 
number of boxes we send are getting less each year, from two      
hundred when we started to only seventy last year.  If unable to fill a 
shoebox, maybe you would like to give a donation instead.  Thank 
you for your help Vera Devilliers 

 
CHILDREN’S SOCIETY  
St. Luke’s continues to support the work of 
this charity via the home boxes, through these 
boxes in 2019 members of the congregation 
have generously contributed a £511. The home 
boxes can be returned to Church at any time 

during the year not just in December, although this remains the main 
focus month for this charity. On Christmas Eve, we held our annual 
Christingle services, with over four hundred children and adults      
attending across the two services. Receiving the Christingle is always 
a highlight of the services and our thanks go to Barrington’s Funeral 
Services and Crosby Memorials for their kind donations of oranges 
and glow sticks respectively and to all those who helped at the 
Christingle factory, turning three hundred oranges into              

http://www.toybox.org.


Christingles.  A total of £914 (prior to gift aid) was collected via the 
Christingle services, this will be used by the charity to continue it’s 
work to fight against child poverty and neglect, helping all children 
have a better chance in life. Thank you to everyone that continues to 
support myself and Hilary and the work we do for this charity. Special 
thanks to Hilary for doing an amazing job with the home boxes, if you 
would like a box please speak to either of us.  Keep up to date with 
w h a t  i s h a p p e n i n g  an d  fi n d  p r ay e r s a t 
www.childrenssociety.org.uk.  Jo Marshall & Hilary Roberts  

 
ALEJANDRO MESCO  
(Link Mission Partne r in Arequi pa, Peru.)  
Recent news from Alejandro is that the beginning 
of the year has not been good for many leaders of 
the Lord in Arequipa, some were     injured, others 
are ill and some of have gone into the presence of 
the Lord but in the midst of the struggles and trials 
they are still serving the Lord.  Alejandro’s mother 
died in June, she was 97 years old, at the same time 
Alejandro and his wife Doris became Grandparents 

for the first time with the birth of baby Joshua who was born                 
prematurely with a heart problem and club feet. On a happier note 
The fissure in Joshua’s heart has closed 90% and he has had an         
operation on his feet which has also been a success.  Alejandro works 
voluntarily in the physiotherapy department of the Christian Medical 
Mission and I give thanks to God that we can send money to             
Alejandro via the clinic.  This year our Quiz night raised £915, thank 
you to all who support us and please note that this year’s Quiz is on 
Saturday September 19th.  Joyce Fell- Link Mission Partne r Peru. 
 
MALAWI 
A sincere thank you to all who have been faithful in praying and       
giving to various projects in Malawi throughout 2019.  Our Easter    
offering in 2019 was for the Anglican Diocese of Southern Malawi   

http://www.childrenssociety.org.uk.


following cyclone Idai which destroyed 
homes, livestock and gardens. Thanks to 
the generous response of our members 
and others elsewhere, homes were rebuilt, 
seeds purchased and irrigation equipment 
was installed. In August 2019 winter     

cropping was implemented at Shire and Njobvu parishes in order to build 
a sustainable food base for all the victims, not just the Anglican faithful, 
rather than depending on handouts.  To quote from the report which we 
received, “It is expected that the two parish communities will harvest 
enough to take them through to the next harvesting season. This is a 
success story as the syndrome of 
depending on hand outs no longer 
exists. Providing farm inputs for 
three consecutive growing seasons 
wi l l  make th e p ro j e c t                    
self-sustainable.” We donate to 
the work at the Queen Elizabeth        
Hospital in Blantyre, not only for 
the ongoing needs at the hospital 
in terms of equipment, drugs and 
staff, but also, for example, including helping supply funds for a        
graduate doctor to receive specialist training in South Africa. Thanks to 
our 2019 Christmas card collection box for the QEH in Blantyre, which 
charges no fees, we were able to help pay for  allowances for volunteer 
guardians for adult patients who need people to care for their daily 
needs. Maureen Cawdron, On behalf of Malcolm and Liz Molyneux 
 
AROCHA  
Christian organization engaging communities in nature conservation 
A Rocha responds to the global crisis of biodiversity loss by carrying out 
community-based conservation projects. Through residential field study 
centres, site-based projects and wider advocacy, A Rocha: Carries out 
ecological monitoring and research in areas of high value for wildlife; 
Spearheads practical measures for conserving and restoring habitats and 



their fauna and flora;  Encourages         
appreciation of nature and participation 
i n  i ts con servati on , th rough                      
environmental education and community 
outreach;   Provides a forum for             
understanding the relevance of the  

Christian faith to environmental issues.  ARocha’s first initiative was 
a field study centre in Portugal, and so the name is Portuguese and 
means ‘The Rock’.  ARocha works in twenty countries around the 
world.  St. Luke’s has supported ARocha in Kenya (ARK) since 2011. 
The Arabuko-Sokoke Schools and Eco-tourism Scheme (ASSETS) was 
set up in 2001, providing bursaries for secondary school students 
who all have to pay for schooling.  We continue to support this      
project with profits from our preserves trolley in the welcome area 
and in the office (mostly made from fruit from the church grounds 
and honey from our busy bees!)  “As Christians, we are called to care 
for God’s creation and to treat the world with honour, dignity and 
respect. ARocha can help us make a difference” (Nicky Gumbel, Holy 
Trinity Brompton). Steve & Jan Matthews 
 

CHRISTIAN AID 
Christian aid is a great charity that 
developed after World War II at the 
sight of the catastrophic living       
conditions in many countries and the 
plight of the displaced people all over 
Europe. Today it tries to not only    
organize aid programs all over the world but also to deal with the 
political processes that are at the root of the problems.  
 St. Luke’s have a long tradition of house to house collection for 
Christian Aid and with the help of many volunteers and the             
generosity of people in the parish we usually collect between £800 
and £1100 for the charity. However, it has been increasingly difficult 
to sustain this practice.  Thus, for this year I would like to try a         
different approach. CA week falls into the week of the 10th to the 



18th May. We will only collect in very few roads and we will have the 
main collection in Crosby village during CA week. For this I will need a 
lot of and volunteer collectors.  For the church community and 
guests, we will hold a Big Fund-raising Breakfast in the church hall on 
the Saturday 16. May. Again, I very much depend on the helpers and 
donations of food.  In the end I hope that with our contribution we 
will be able to make a small difference for some of those people who 
are in dire need of support.  Kirsten Sothmann 
 
CHURCHES TOGETHER IN CROSBY 

During 2019 we held three Council Meetings 
(January, May and October).  For Christmas 
2019 we displayed Christmas Services        
leaflets in  Crossroads, Sainsbury’s, the      
library, local shops and on social 
media.    Together with Waterloo Churches, 
we placed a Christmas poster on Crosby 
Road North.  Volunteers made up small 
packs of stick-on nativity figures and gave 
these out in the village, along with sheets, 
showing Christmas Services, on which to 

stick the figures.  The Service of Prayer for Christian Unity took place 
on Sunday 19 January 2020 at St Peter & Paul’s Church.  The Bishop of 
Warrington (Bishop Beverley) attended and gave the sermon.  She 
enjoyed meeting people over refreshments and later wrote to Mgr 
Furnival thanking him for inviting her.  In June 2019 Mr Terry             
organised a tour of Port Sunlight, led by a Mersey Guide and in        
November a visit to St Michael’s in the Hamlet, Aigburth.  Mr Terry 
brought Mrs Ann Somers’ retirement to the attention of the         
Council and we gave her a thank-you gift in the form of a cheque, for 
which she was very appreciative. Terri Whittaker 
 
DEANERY SYNOD 
The Lay representatives of St Luke’s Church on the Deanery Synod 
are Carole Firth, Anya Swift, Zorina Jones and Caroline Ramsey.  
There is one vacancy and we would welcome someone to join us and 



represent the congregation of our church.  If 
you feel able to fulfil this role and are on the 
Electoral Role please stand for election at the 
APCM when scheduled. The Clergy who     
attend meetings are Amanda, Jackie and 
Dave Lowrie who represents Storyhouse.  
Keith Cawdron, who is a General Synod     
representative attends as does Jane 
Stephens, our LML.  In March the Deanery 
welcomed Archbishop John Sentamu and his team of bishops, clergy 
and assistants. A variety of events and activities in the deanery was 
organised and the visit was deemed to be a great success. At Synod 
meetings this year we have had some interesting and informative 
presentations from several expert speakers.  In January Stuart Haynes, 
the Diocesan Director of Communications, explained how the use of 
new digital avenues assisted churches to connect with different age 
groups and communities and bring people to the Kingdom of God. 
This was especially appropriate and relevant for Generation Z. In      
October, Paul Beardwood explained to Synod what an Eco Church was 
and how it advanced the Christian hope for God’s world. He described 
the progress that St Luke’s had made in becoming an Eco Church. 
Synod has continued to develop the Parish Share Scheme but has    
concerns about the potential difficulties and strains the 2020 increases 
will be upon parishes.  The Deanery Mission and Growth Fund has    
continued to support a number of excellent missional activities in the 
deanery, such as finance for a Youth Worker, as well as the Deanery 
Family Worker,  Caroline Collins. Zorina Jones 
 
 
 

 




