
 

Matthew 18.20 "For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them." 
 

Sunday 16
th

 May 2021 

This week’s reading is:  John 2:1-11 
 

Skeletons 

Humans have internal skeletons. Lobsters don’t. There’s little 

in nature, apart from humans, that can penetrate lobsters’ 
carapaces.  Dr. Brand, in one of his books, likened Pharisees 

to lobsters because he thought they were so sure of their 

understanding of scripture they were protected from anything that challenged their 

truth.  Our skeletons protect many vital organs but not all. This tells me that some 

truths have to be fully protected such as the unique love of a creator God and the life, 

teaching and resurrection of Jesus. But with these truths safely protected surely we can 

face the challenges that life today throws us. Unlike the lobster and Pharisee we’ll be 

bruised and battered at times when what we have always thought to be true is 

challenged and is, perhaps, in need of alteration. Jesus did it often. He did it when he 

allowed the disciples to eat the grain in the fields on the Sabbath and when the woman 

caught in adultery was brought to him. The manner in which he dealt with that issue 

challenged accepted scriptural law.  

What issues today are challenging us all? The C of E is asking all of us to enter into 

dialogue on the emotive issue of sexuality. We are being asked to listen carefully, 

attentively and, without interruption, to those in our churches who feel they are being 

excluded because of their sexuality. You and I might well think we know all we need to 

know about this issue but do we? How can we if we have not taken time to listen to 

individuals who believe God created them as they are? We surely agree God didn’t 

make a mistake in creation. He said it was very good.  

God is asking us to listen to those among us who are in pain. Let’s do that. 

Richie Brown 

 

 

Please pray for:  Hal Whitaker, John Metcalfe, John Sayer, Vicky Sutton, Donald 

Gallagher, Simon Hulme (Headteacher of St Michael's School), Lisa Stone, Vicky Birkett, 

Marg Houghton, Christine Burridge, Gill Billington, Thomas Dent (parents Jess and 

Andy), Finley, Eloise (parents Anna and Pete), Tom Dowd, Sophie, Jean Stevenson, 

Malcolm Molyneux, Carol Ranson, Lyndsey Moore, Maureen Mitchell, Tracey, and all 

those who are suffering with COVID-19, feeling vulnerable or self-isolating.  

Pray for the family and friends of: Stanley Tromp, Edna Williams, who have recently 

passed away. 

Reflection 

Prayer 



Prayers for this week:  

Sun…  Read John 2.1-11 John's Gospel speaks of Jesus' miracles as ‘signs'. They inform 

us about who Jesus is, and about the purpose of his mission. Thank God for his 

abundant goodness and that His overflowing generosity is always available to us.  

Mon… Dementia Action Week (17-23 May 2021) is a national event that sees the UK 

public taking action to improve the lives of people affected by dementia. Pray for those 

who struggle with the confusion of dementia, pray also for their families and carers, 

who love and support them. 

Tues…“O God the creator of all life, we bring before you all the people who call Israel 

and Palestine home. We particularly remember those living in Jerusalem and Gaza 

whose lives are marred by restrictions to their freedom, the threat of eviction from their 

homes and the constant fear of armed conflict. We ask your forgiveness for the anger, 

hatred and violence that all of us have the potential to carry within us. We beseech you 

to soften hearts and open minds so that the sanctity of life is always protected, the right 

to freedom of worship upheld and the security of a safe home defended. We pray that 

justice will flow like rivers. That human dignity will be respected and, that each of us 

may strive to do justice, love mercy and walk humbly with you our God.” (Embrace 

prayer for peace in Israel & Palestine.) 

Weds…the people of India, where the devastating impact and death toll from the 

second wave of coronavirus continues to be overwhelming. Pray for healthcare workers 

across India.  Pray for all who are suffering and grieving the loss of loved ones.  

Thurs…all living with chronic physical and mental health conditions; for ways for people 
to manage pain, for endurance and courage during treatments, and that they find ways 

to continue to be productive and make a difference in the world. 

Fri…the NHS, emerging from the intense challenges of the pandemic and counting the 

cost of human suffering and other losses.  Pray for that God would heal, strengthen and 

comfort staff members who now need to recover.  

Sat…. those living in carehomes, for God’s protection from Covid19, and for the staff 

caring for the residents. Pray also for all unpaid carers who look after family and friends 

at home. 

Mission focus this month is for Christian Aid, fighting for a world free of poverty 

and injustice 

 Find out more about this year’s appeal at Christian Aid’s website: 

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/christian-aid-

week    Christian Aid prayer for week beginning 16th May 2021: 

“Give thanks for all those who work tirelessly in Christian Aid’s 

country programmes to reach those whose needs are greatest. Pray for a renewed hope 

for those who have found the past year exceptionally challenging. Pray for resources to 

be found to meet the difficulties of today and for a refreshed spirit to find God’s 

goodness amid so many stories of darkness. God who never forsakes us, light our path 

through the darkness and bring us new hope to face the day.”  Amen  

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/christian-aid-week
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/christian-aid-week


 

 

 

Our Sunday Service meet in the building (booking essential using the 

events page) &  online at 10am every week; 

www.stlukecrosby.org.uk , church YouTube channel by searching for 

stlukeschurchcrosby & church Facebook  There are children’s resources on 

www.stlukecrosby.org.uk/resources/ 

Freephone Dial-in Service - you can listen to the weekly Sunday service on the phone by 

ringing 0808 501 5040.  

 Virtual Coffee Morning on Zoom every Sunday at 10.45am. If you are not 

able to be online, you can also join in by ringing 02030512874 then 

84676603954 # then # when prompted, followed by the password. Ring 

Paul 07855 727196 to get the passcode.  
 

 

Sunday Night Zoom - 16th May 7pm "Rattling Bones" Continuing the story into 

Pentecost using Youtube videos, poems, contemporary Christian music and readings, 

with time to chat after.  
 

Listen to God Evening – 17th May @ 7.30pm. As part of ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ 
programme we are holding an evening of prayer online. See details below in notices. 
 
 

     We have been meeting again in the church building for Sunday morning 

worship at 10.00am, over the past few weeks, but we have been small 

in number!  If you would like to attend more regularly or have attended 

Wednesday Communion please may we request that your booking is 

made no earlier than Wednesday evening, to ensure that all the church 

family also have this opportunity.   Please book via the church events page or phone 

Gaynor at the office, we look forward to seeing you! 

Thy Kingdom Come 13-23rd May 2021: Thursday was Ascension 

Day, and so this week through to Sunday 23rd May, Pentecost 

Sunday, is the week of Thy Kingdom Come.  As a church we will 

have a Zoom 'Listen to God' meeting on Monday evening.  I hope 

you can join me in prayer and listening to God for our World, nation, community and 

church as well as for ourselves. Along with that, there are some very good resources 

from Lambeth Palace to support Thy Kingdom Come.  Please see their website for their 

App, Journal and various videos, including the song for this year: 

https://www.thykingdomcome.global 

o Make a list of 5 friends who you like to encounter Jesus 

o Check out the web site www.thykingdomcome.global/resources/new-2021  

o Cheeky pandas  ( Resources for children) 

This Sunday 

Forthcoming online events – book via www.stlukecrosby.org.uk/events 

or ringing 931 3119 (please leave a message) 

Notices 

https://www.stlukecrosby.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAMs3Rkty8bJIGkYSAzsX7A
https://www.facebook.com/stlukecrosby
http://www.stlukecrosby.org.uk/resources/
https://www.thykingdomcome.global/
http://www.thykingdomcome.global/resources/new-2021
http://www.stlukecrosby.org.uk/events


o Digital family prayer adventure map &  Prayer journal 

o Sign up on the national Thy Kingdom Come web site for regular updates. 

o Pray with others in your workplace, chaplaincies, church or home during this 

period.  Commit to following the prayer journal Join in with many others from 

across the diocese, on zoom, as we pray Evening Prayer (Common worship – 

liturgy) together at 6 pm each evening 13th – 23rd May. More information is on 

the Thy Kingdome come webpage on  Liverpool Diocese website 

Welcome back to C rossroads - now open for outside dining and 

from Monday 17th May will be open for inside dining within current 

Covid restrictions i.e. wearing of face-masks until seated, and social 

distancing to be observed.  Why not pay a visit to enjoy some lovely, 

tasty and inexpensive food; you’ll be assured of a warm welcome! 

Oxfam's Crosby Shop has now opened and we're 

currently looking for some fantastic new volunteers to 

join a great team. Ideally, you'll be able to provide 4-8 

hours a week; but, we're very flexible to people's 

situations and exiting commitments! Right now, we've got volunteer roles such as: Till 

Operator Books, Music, Homewares, Fashion & Accessories & Online Shop Volunteer 

Interested? Click on the link below and type in Crosby. We'd love to hear from you. 

https://www.oxfam.org.uk/get-involved/volunteer-with-us/volunteer-in-an-oxfam-

shop/ 

Human Rights Watch Report Members of Sabeel-Kairos (a small Christian UK charity 

committed  to supporting peace and justice in the Holy Land)  have been asked to share 

this information about the recent Human Rights Watch Report.  On Tuesday 27th April 

Human Rights Watch released a 213 page report, culminating several years’ worth of 

research, to find out more click on the following link for a 3 minute video  

https://youtu.be/6TLe4J7Dvd0 or to read the full report click here. 

“Huge thanks to you and your church for joining 

us for our Big Quiz Night last November. 

Together, you raised an incredible £530. Every 

penny raised means that we can help people in some of the world's 

poorest communities overcome hunger.   We are thrilled to announce 

that the Big Quiz Night will be returning in 2021!  

 

Contact Details: 
Vicar   Rev Amanda Bruce                Parish Administrator Gaynor Robertson 

        0151 932 9253                                                    0151 931 3119                                    

       revamandabruce@gmail.com                        office@stlukecrosby.org.uk 

Website    www.stlukecrosby.org.uk                         Charity No:  1128698 
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