
 

Matthew 18.20 "For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them." 
 

Sunday 23
rd

 January 2022 
 

 Epiphany 3 Bible Reading: Luke 4:14-21 
 

Keep it simple, Keep it real, Keep it up. 

At the start of the year we took a couple of days simply to pray and listen to what God 

was saying to us about the next season. In the middle of overwhelming demands and 

formed by a world that only values 'getting things done' it felt a little extravagant. But in 

the end it was these times of encounter that we felt God was calling us into. 

After two years of pandemic stress, the effects of trauma are starting to break through. 

I'm encountering a lot of fraught souls and relationships right now and they (and I) need 

healing and that healing is found best in connection. Repeated lockdowns took away 

that precious time with others and we discovered afresh just how damaging isolation is. 

It was a re-enactment of the opening of the bible; human beings made for God and one 

another torn from those relationships. But throughout history God has continued to 

reach out to us, to re-establish that vital connection. 

We're sensing that invitation afresh right now and it's what we're focussing on at 

StoryHouse. Less doing, more connecting. Aware that new year prayer resolutions are 

often given up quickly we're turning to the advice we learned on The Prayer Course; 

"keep it simple, keep it real, keep it up". We often try to do too much too soon and give 

up, but healthy habits and relationships are built on regularity and regularity is 

maintained by simplicity, by something you can do every day. Relationships are also 

only real when we are real, so we're learning from the Psalms to pray every thought and 

frustration in our hearts, not the edited and polished version. Perhaps you feel this call 

too? If so, start where you're at, if you can only do five minutes a day, do five minutes a 

day, and pray what you're actually feeling not what you think you should. 
 

Dave Lowrie 
 

Mission focus for  January:  Matt Thompson at UCCF John Moores University 
                   

Universities and Colleges Christian Fellowship . Matt is a staff worker 

supporting Liverpool Uni & JMU Christian Unions.Matt’s  Prayer requests 

this week:  “Handing over to new execs: Please pray for the new teams 

that are taking over leadership roles in the Christian Unions. We have had 

lots of training and preparation for the new students over the next few 

months, please pray for the new students to be envisioned and  to enjoy a  

real sense of unity in Jesus.  My huge prayer is for each of them to  have a  huge sense 

of joy in belonging to Jesus that sustains and motivates them over the coming year.” 

Reflection 



Our Sunday Service meet in the building & live 

streamed at 10.00am every week; 

www.stlukecrosby.org.uk , church YouTube channel by searching for 

stlukeschurchcrosby & church Facebook  There are children’s resources on 

www.stlukecrosby.org.uk/resources/    Freephone Dial-in Service - you can listen to the 

weekly Sunday service on the phone after 2 pm by ringing 0808 501 5040.    
 
 

Currently refreshments are not being served after church services.  We look forward to 

serving refreshments again soon.  Watch this space for details!   
 

START course:   Come and explore the journey of life and God through discussion, 

video, and worksheets as we talk together.  This 5 week course starts on Weds 26
th

 

January 7.30-9.30pm on zoom only. The course is designed for those exploring their 

faith either for the first time or after some time away from worship/church.  It enables 

each person to explore who God is and whether he should be a part of our lives. Please  

sign up online through the website so that we can send you the link that day. 
 

 

Please pray for the family and friends of Pamela Fildes-Moss, Alan Seddon 

and Carol Stevenson-Scott who have recently died. 
 

Please pray for:  Ann Owen,  Viv Haworth,  Audrey Davies, Daniel Watson McCabe,  Lyra 

Cassell (aged 16 who is fighting Leukaemia, for her parents Hayley & Johnnie  & her little 

brother Sonny),  the Elliott family, Joyce Angami,  Christine Burridge, Donald Gallagher, 

Maureen Mitchell, Viv Pierce, Stan (Jean Robert's husband), Marg Houghton, John 

Metcalfe,  Finley, Eloise (parents  Anna & Pete) Simon Hulme (retired Head of St 

Michael’s school) and all those who are suffering with COVID-19, feeling vulnerable or 

self-isolating. 
 

Prayers for this week:  

Sun… for churches to cooperate and work together to provide relief to the afflicted, to 

welcome the displaced, to relieve the burdened, and to build a just and honest society,  

and a good future according to God’s heart; a future in which everyone can experience 

life, peace, justice, and love. (From Week of Prayer for Christian Unity resources) 

Mon….the situation in Tonga caused by a volcanic eruption and subsequent Tsunami.  
Pray for the people of Tonga and their national leaders making decisions in this crisis. 

Pray for the restoration of a critical undersea cable which provides phone and internet 

connection to the island. Pray also for provision of clean drinking water.   

Tues… for peace, healing and reconciliation between all people in Ethiopia and an end 

to the violence. 

Weds… those people living amidst conflict and political instability around the world 

including; Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya, Lebanon, Myanmar, South Sudan, Syria, Yemen. 

Thurs… those people who are victims of policies of genocide and ethnic cleansing 

Fri… the members of the Gardening Club meeting at St Luke’s hall today.  

Sat… Staff, trustees and volunteers at Crossroads café. 
 

Church services & events 

Prayer 

https://www.stlukecrosby.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAMs3Rkty8bJIGkYSAzsX7A
https://www.facebook.com/stlukecrosby
http://www.stlukecrosby.org.uk/resources/


 

 

Prayer in church: Members of the Prayer Ministry team who are in church today will 

be available to pray with you after the service for any need you may have. They will be 

wearing badges to identify themselves so please feel free to approach them. 

The funeral of   the late Pamela Fildes-Moss will take place at St Luke’s on Wednesday 

2
nd

 February at 1.15pm.  All are welcome to attend. 

Christingle Walkthrough - Thanks to Jo Marshall's and Amanda's planning and 

preparation,  the Christingle Walkthrough was a great success.   It was heartwarming to 

see so many families come, participating enthusiastically in counting sheep and 

completing the quiz, with the dads in particular getting quite competitive.  Lengthy 

conversations took place and there was a real buzz, altogether a warm friendly 

atmosphere with genuine expressions of appreciation from those who came.  

Over 80 DIY Christingle packs were given out.  Once again we're grateful to Barringtons 

Funeral Services for donating the oranges. The final total raised from the walkthrough 

was £177.56.  We also know of one donation of £50 made online and there were 

probably others who scanned the QR codes on the day.  Led by Jo, members of the 

World Mission Group helped throughout and afterwards cleared and cleaned the church 

for Sunday morning, working as an amazing team, because that's just what they are! 

Thank you everyone – Maureen Cawdron 
 

St Luke's Halsall CE School:  Applications for admission:  Please could you ensure 

that all 'Admission to Primary' and 'Supplementary Information’ forms (available from 

school for consideration under the faith criteria 3/4) be returned to school directly and 

not sent to the church office or vicarage.  Following the closing date for application, the 

forms will be reviewed and signed by Amanda once they have all been collated at the 

school, which will pass them on.  Thank you. 

 

Newsletter:   Please email your articles for inclusion in the weekly newsletter  directly 

to  news@stlukecrosby.org.uk Thank you. 
 

 

RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch - In 2021, more than one 

million people took part in Big Garden Birdwatch, all coming 

together to look out for birds. Why not join in and be one in 

a million for 2022? Big Garden Birdwatch is for everyone, 

whether you're a complete beginner or a birding expert. 

Simply count the birds you see in your garden, from your balcony or in your local park 

for one hour between 28
th

 and 30
th

 January . Sign up on their 

website www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch 
 

Notices 

mailto:news@stlukecrosby.org.uk
https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch/


Churches Together in Crosby Ecumenical Prayer: Please come along to Morning 

Prayers on a Thursday with fellow-Christians. These short Services start at 9.45am. You 

can be sure of a warm welcome! Forthcoming  Venues:   27
th

 January at Moor Lane 

Methodist, 3
rd

 February at  All Saints with St Frideswyde’s church. 

 

Closure of Barclays Bank:  Barclays bank is to close its Crosby 

village branch on Friday 4
th

 February. Customers have been sent 

letters to inform them.  Currently there are discussions taking place around the 

possibility of the Parish Centre being used by Barclays up to two days a week to provide 

some banking services for the local community. Please pray for the right decisions as 

this could be one way we offer a valuable a Community service in partnership with 

Barclays. 
 

 

 

 

Fairtrade Fortnight is taking place between 21st February and 6th March this 

year.  Local and national events will be taking place to celebrate and increase 

awareness of   Fairtrade products and support Farmers and producers.  For 

more information about the events and how to join in with the online festival 

“Choose the world you want“   visit the Fairtrade Fortnight web page here  More 

information about local events will be available nearer the time. 

 

 

 St Luke's Players 2022 pantomime, ‘The Wizard of Oz’ Once 

again St Luke's Players will be performing their ever-popular annual 

pantomime, with characters to entertain all ages! We are fully compliant with 

government advice and are monitoring the situation regularly. We would love to see 

you and help us support our chosen charities – Rowan Tree Special 

School and St Luke’s Church Hall restoration fund.  

Please note the change of dates for performances:   new dates 

are  17
th

 – 20
th

 March  Tickets, priced £9.00 for adults and £7.00 for 

children, are now available from eventbrite.co.uk search for St Luke’s 

Players or scan the code: 

 

  

 

Contact Details: 
Vicar   Rev Amanda Bruce                  Parish Administrator Gaynor Robertson 

        0151 932 9253                                                    0151 931 3119                                    

       revamandabruce@gmail.com                        office@stlukecrosby.org.uk 

Website    www.stlukecrosby.org.uk                         Charity No:  1128698 
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