
 

 

The Parish of St Luke Great Crosby  
Annual Parochial Church Meeting and Meeting of Parishioners 

Wednesday 12th May 2021 at 7.30pm  
 
Welcome Amanda Bruce  
Opening Prayer AB  
Present  

 
Apologies Ann Somers, Vera De Villiers, Graham Wood, Hal Whittaker, Bev Seel. Brenda 
Morris, Barbara Naylor, Brenda Hampson  
 
Appointment of a Clerk - Zorina Jone proposed Rosemary Turner and Maureen Cawdron 
seconded. Accepted nemcon.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Karen Austin-Smith Julie Gill Shirley Otten 

Gillian Beardwood Margaret Harley Jackie Parry 

Paul Beardwood Michelle  Heaps Chris Parsons 

Sylvia Brown Hugh Hollinghurst Marina Penzie 

Amanda Bruce Bryn Jones Mary Porter 

Hope Calvert Jackie Jones Margaret Quayle 

Jeff Calvert Zorina Jones Caroline Ramsey 

Keith Cawdron Pauline Jones Hilary Roberts 

Maureen Cawdron Diane Kerr Kim Sonne 

Helen Condron Donny Kilroy Colin Stephens 

Eric Deninson Annie Kilroy Jane Stephens 

Lesley Deninson Hazel Large Jim Stewart 

Jessica Dent Agnes Law Ray Terry 

Bob Dowson Dave Law Lynn Thompson 

Sandra Dowson Jan Matthews Vaughan Thompson 

Joyce Fell Steve Matthews John Turner 

Nicky Fell Diane McMaster Rosemary Turner 

Carole Firth Linda Moore Emma Turner-Bone 

Lil Fogg Lyn Newsham Ian Turner-Bone 

Colin Gill Billy Otten Shirley Wallin 

    Lucy Wilton 

 



 

 

 
 
 

MEETING OF THE PARISHIONERS  
 

Minutes of last meeting held Tuesday 20th October 2020  
These were accepted by the meeting  
 
Election of Church Wardens – there were two nominations for Warden -  
Mr John Turner – Proposer (Dave Law) and Seconder (Agnes Law) 
Dr Colin Stephens – Proposer (Jane Stephens) and Seconder (Jim Stewart) 
AB invited further nominations and, as there were no other nominations,  Colin and John 
were duly elected.   

 

 

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING  
 

APCM Minutes from 20th Oct 2020  
There were no matters arising. Paul Beardwood proposed and John Turner seconded the 
minutes. The meeting accepted the minutes as a true and accurate record.  
 
Annual Report for year ending 31 December 2020 (PCC Secretary)  
There were no questions.  
 
Finance Report for year ending 31 December 2020 (Treasurer)  
The PCC met on Monday 10th May 2021 and passed these accounts with two outstanding 
questions, which were satisfactorily resolved and the new accounts were sent to all church 
members today. Caroline spoke to the accounts with one comment regarding total 
unrestricted funds of ~£194k as against ~£214k expenditure leaving a deficit of about 
~£20. CR explains that the actual deficit is more likely to be about £5-8K due to late 
payment of gift aid and having to process some money for Storyhouse.  
(page 6, Note 2) note that donations were similar in planned giving, but no legacies or 
plate giving.  
She is hoping to change the layout of the accounts to not include all the restricted 
accounts that appear throughout the totals and make it difficult to see the unrestricted cash 
flow.  
Questions 
Steve Matthews requested clarification on the restricted funds - CR informed the meeting 
that these are funds designated for our mission partners.  
Donny Kilroy was a little perturbed by the figures being presented and wondered if we 
were a ‘going concern’. CR feels that in the short term the accounts will be more secure. 
especially if the rights of way rents can be gathered successfully. Her confidence is less 
optimistic looking forward 10 -15 years, in line with many other churches. She asked for 
prayers for creativity for the future. Donny offered his experience as an auditor to review 
the accounts with CR.  
 
Appointment of Independent Examiner  
Caroline Ramsey proposed Tony Deegan CVS for the accounts for next year, seconded 
by Zorina Jones and the meeting accepted this nemcon. AB gave a vote of thanks for her 
work. 
 



 

 

Electoral Roll Report  
Lyn Thompson reported there are 235 on the electoral role with two deletions due to 
death.  
 
 
Fabric Report  (Church Wardens) 

 

Church 

We have had numerous visits by heating engineers who have replaced the boiler printed 

circuit board, burner unit and some of the boiler wiring. The heating system seems now to 

be working correctly albeit with the doors open during services! 

The Electrical Installation Condition Report was carried out and no faults were found. 

The church clock had stopped striking during the year and we are awaiting the engineer 

for a repair. 

Temporary cameras have been installed to allow live streaming of funerals and weddings. 

The Church Quinquennial Inspection was started last year by our architect but we are 

waiting for it to be completed.  

 

Belltower 

A report on the belltower is still awaited. There is a project proposal in the wings to replace 

the bells with a new set. No decisions have been taken. 

 

Hall 

Signs of rot were found in some of the wooden posts in the Webster Room and Coffee 

Lounge. We had one firm out to give a quotation and are awaiting a more detailed timber 

report from a firm approved by the Diocese.  

The 5 year Electrical Installation Condition Report was carried out on the electrics and 

faults remedied. 

 

Church Drive 

The drive is showing some signs of wear especially some of the speed humps – this will 

need to be addressed during 2021 

Churchyard 

There are a number of unsafe headstones. 

Wall 

The wall along the bypass is bowed and in need of attention. 

 
Questions 
Ray Terry requested that the quinquennial report included a review of the spire. Paul 
Beardwood is aware of this issue and it was looked at a few years ago. However, the 
architect has recommended that it be checked again recently.  
Lyn Newsham asked how often the Quinquennial report occurs. AB replied that this is 
every 5 years.  
Paul Beardwood added the information that the bell ringers are expecting to get a grant to 
do work on the bells.  
 
Church Wardens Vote of Thanks 
Agnes Law gave a personal comment and thanks at the end of her time as warden.  



 

 

 
Colin Stephens presented the wardens vote of thanks.  
 
 
Election of PCC Members – 6 vacancies (15 lay rep places on PCC)  
Nomination for Parish Church Council: 
Mr Vaughan Neil Thompson – Proposer (Jane Stephens) and Seconder (Colin Stephens) 
Mr Colin James Gill – Proposer (Raymond Terry) and Seconder (Agnes Terry) 
Mrs Agnes Law – Proposer (David Law) and Seconder (Ann Somers) 
Mrs Lyn Newsham – Proposer (Agnes Law) and Seconder (David Law) 
 
Vaughan Thompson , Colin Gill, Agnes Law, Lyn Newsham, Irene Kirwan were all duely 
elected to PCC . 
  
Election of Deanery Synod Reps. – 1 vacancy  
Zorina Jones gave a brief overview of the deanery synod. No-one stood for the vacancy.  
 
Chairman's Report (Chairperson)  
 
So 2020-, what a year it was! 
 
I returned from study leave at the beginning of January 2020 and was just beginning to talk about 
and implement action on discipleship and stepping stones into church taken from that time out, 
and then gradually we realised that Coronavirus was spreading across the world and not staying in 
China at all, and then we were in lockdown, with even churches being closed.  How eerie and 
bizarre that was initially!  And, yes, it put a stop to all plans for discipleship, mission and 
community work for the rest of the year.   
 
Instead we found ourselves learning to use Zoom, and record services, record music, and worship 
with an online lead, and then how to meet as a small group or PCC, how to stay in contact by 
phone and WhatsApp, through the Facebook and our website, in hardcopies and DVDs, how to visit 
via hospital chaplains rather than going into hospital ourselves, how to run discipleship and 
membership courses online, and so on.  We had to figure out who was in need of practical support, 
who was in need of conversational support, who was lonely or suddenly deprived of human 
contact.  We re-mastered the art of shopping for others, picking up and delivering, calling and 
talking, and standing on the doorstep, and even street parties.  We then learnt how to hear each 
other through a mask, how to keep our distance, how to have our meetings, as well as how to give 
generously and online for the most part.  We adapted and we survived and more than that we 
have flourished.  I feel in all this our church family is stronger and more connected, but at the same 
time there are things we haven’t been able to do, and still can’t do together.  We have missed 2 
Easter celebrations and 1 Christmas, we’re coming to our second Pentecost, and whilst we are 
currently open as a church building for worship it is in a limited and pre-booked way – it’s still very 
odd and quite distressing to have to turn people away from worshipping Jesus.  Limiting numbers 
for baptisms, funerals and weddings is still in place, masks and hand sanitising is a condition of 
service, and Renee cleaning between each and every group.  Our income is still adversely affected, 
with hall bookings only cautiously returning and limited numbers in church.  Please if you can give 
to church through the Parish Giving Scheme.  But in all that, we became a church that worshipped 
through our community action and interaction, we developed ways of including those who we 
normally excluded, both on Sundays and socially mid-week, we were able to hear more about our 
local history and from our mission partners or link people.  Supporting our local school in the stress 



 

 

of working out their ways of operation to safely manage children, staff and parents in a difficult 
situation became a key priority as well, and especially when they lost a much-loved TA and 
previous parent last November in Denise Fell.  And the relationships with school have grown in the 
midst of that need. Our grounds have been a particular place of joy in the dark months we have 
lived through for so many people, in and beyond our own church membership, and the 
maintenance of them has been vital during the pandemic as well. 
 
In all this there are so many thanks to give away, thanks to each one of you for all your care and 
support of others, to all those in our pastoral care team with their many phone conversations, to 
Helen and Brenda for organising a phone network initially.  Thanks go too to Michelle and all those 
who’ve helped deliver newsletters and DDVs to those who don’t have internet access, keeping 
them connected too. And then also to all those who’ve had to learn new technical skills as 
musicians, preachers and service leaders in recording services, Margaret, Keith, and Maureen, 
Jackie, Graham, Gillian, Chris, Jane, Caroline, Steve, Rosemary and John, Emma, Nick, Liz and 
Malcolm, Bryn, Ollie, all those who’ve added in their intercessions or readings, you know who you 
are, and thank you!  And Jim and Dave who have been a great support in the technical aspects of 
recording services. Bev for flowers, Michelle for Brass, as we’ve been able to have an open church, 
sidespersons and AV and Renee for making it possible for us to open, despite the risk to themselves 
in coming out and being with others. All the Children and Youth team for their work in putting 
together and distributing children’s Advent packs and all those involved in giving away Easter eggs 
to our young ones.  Thanks to those who act as our school governors, especially Lesley, our Chair, 
as well as all those on our own governance body, the PCC, especially John our vice chair and 
Caroline our treasurer, and her team of workers too. Thank you, as well, to those who keep our 
grounds so beautiful, and a source of peace for so many particularly over the last year, to Dave, 
Dan, John, Steve and Ground force. Thanks go, too, to you all for your generous giving avoiding a 
financial crisis for our church community – please keep giving though! I could keep going with the 
thanks and frankly, the whole church community have been fantastic, so thank you to each one of 
you for all you have done and given and been over the last year.  But before I finish and I give God 
the last word, I want to give especial thanks to some specific people who have given so much time 
and energy to keep us all connected and safe, specifically I’m thinking of Paul who has been simply 
amazing, Gaynor who has been just fantastic and Jim who has been awe-inspiring!  Our Church 
wardens, Agnes and Colin have been more than wonderful as well.  Without this team of Comms, 
Administration, Health & Safety and Warden wisdom and care, I doubt I’d’ve survived at all – thank 
you to all of you so very much!  As well as that special thanks from me, there are 2 people in 
particular to thank.  One is the amazing person I inherited as the PCC secretary when I started here 
nearly 5 years ago, Rosemary Turner, who is retiring from that role as we conclude this meeting – 
she is secretary for a church meeting for the last time tonight, has done a great job and I will miss 
her sharing in the admin of PCC – thankyou Rosemary for all you have done for us.  And then 
there’s Agnes – Agnes who is calm and quiet, wise and compassionate, but can challenge and 
question and constructively provoke when she chooses, who can calm Colin and restrain me, who 
has been a wonderful church warden for the last 4 years and retires tonight.  She is still on PCC, but 
stops being a warden, and John you have huge enormous shoes to fill!!  Agnes we thank you with 
all our hearts for your service to us all and I believe your husband has a small presentation to make 
to you on our behalf. 
 
And as we think of retiring, I’ll pause to remind us all that we have also had our losses as a Church 
family, and as individuals.  From our own church family we lost: 
Leslie Simpson on 27th June 2020, Catherine Liston on 18th October 2020, Peter Barnard on 9th 
November 2020, Denise Fell on 15th November 2020 and William Armstrong on 2nd December 



 

 

2020. Bill Bromilow and Audrey Hull have also recently passed away, sadly – please keep their 
families in your prayers. As well as members of the church I am aware that many of you have lost 
loved ones, and many others across our community, and this year far, far too many have died 
across the world.  Even as we remember who and what we’ve both done and lost this past year, I 
give thanks particularly that every time I see that rising death toll I can remember what Jesus has 
done for us all if only we choose to be his, and that his loss is our gain, life for life.  It has given 
added urgency I think to our call to mission and witness, a hard urgency to contain in the midst of 
lockdown, but one I hope that we can move forward on more fully as we recover meeting again 
this year.  So watch this space, ask God how he wants you to be involved in growing his Kingdom 
and what you can be part of; pray and listen, love and share and let’s follow God into the future for 
St Luke’s and for Crosby. As we come to a close, then let’s remind ourselves how great is our God, 
using Psalms 1487 and 148: 
 
Questions: “...any person entitled to attend the Annual Parochial Church Meeting may  
ask any question about parochial church matters, or bring about a discussion of any matter 
of parochial or general church interest, by moving a general resolution or by moving to 
give any particular recommendation to the council in relation to its duties.”  
 
There were no questions raised.  
 
Worship  
 
Blessing  
 


