
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PASTORAL CARE TEAM 
The pastoral care team consisted of 12 regular volunteers last year. They all 
gave their time to support this vital work and mission of our church. We have 
unfortunately had a number of volunteers that have stepped down, taking 
the team now to 8 members; we sincerely thank them for their unfailing 
support throughout the national lockdowns and beyond. The impact of the 
global pandemic saw a number of the team fall into the category of ‘self-
isolating’ and ‘shielding’, but we continued to do our best. Key areas covered 
are Pastoral care, home communion, living with loss and Holiday at Home. 
Home communion and Holiday at home were unfortunately unable to go 
ahead for a further year which the effects of this were felt amongst the 
church family. Communication was key to understand the best way to offer 
our service. Firstly a list of all those we were supporting was drawn up and 
each pastoral care team member was allocated a number of people to keep 
in contact with. We increased our reach and the number of people we were 
supporting and we expanded our role. The areas we covered were telephone 
support, shopping, doorstep visits, picking up prescriptions, preparing meals. 
Hospital contact was not allowed during lockdown but efforts were made to 
liaise with hospital wards and enquire about individuals’ welfare and in some 
cases it was possible to have telephone conversations with them. A special 
thank you to all of our team for their tenacity and continuing support to a 
larger number of people over the past year, which were at times 
unpredictable and unprecedented. We would also like to thank the hidden 
individuals that are not team members but selflessly provide pastoral care for 
many people. Thank you from Lucy and Michelle.  
 
LIVING WITH LOSS GROUP 
In September 2021, after 
lockdown restrictions were 
eased, we restarted the Living 
with Loss Group, and because 
we had kept in touch with 
members with a phone call 
each week through lockdown, it 
was easy to meet again.  Four 
new members have joined us, and this is either through funeral follow up or 
word of mouth from a friend.   Most are from outside the church, and we give 
a St Luke’s newssheet out in case of interest. Members are becoming 



supportive to each other in suggesting ways in which they have been helped 
personally. Seven of us met at the Plaza recently for the Tuesday film 
provided by Age concern. Hopefully this will be a regular event as part of our 
meeting as a group.  We meet on the First Tuesday of every Month at 
10.30am in the Crosby Room. Hazel Large 
 
QUIET PRAYER 
Having not been able to meet to pray over past 2 years due to various Covid 
restrictions, a prayer time has started on Tuesday mornings for half an hour 
at 7.14am (based on "if my people, who are called by my name, will humble 
themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then 
I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land." 
2 Chronicles 7:14 NIV) All welcome.  Jan Matthews 
 
SMALL GROUPS 
Over the last year small groups 
have, like everything else, had to 
adapt to changing rules and 
expectations of us as we adapted 
to living with Covid.  Our small 
groups continued to stay in 
contact, with many using the 
various forms of technology to 
meet and pray/study together, others meeting outside when the weather 
was good and then slowly starting to meet in homes or church places as well. 
Thanks go to each member and the leaders of our small groups for making 
the support of each other in these testing times possible. New groups settled 
into getting to know each other and new members of church also joined 
existing groups.  A variety of study materials were used and our small groups 
were good places of support, discipleship and community.  If you want more 
information about small groups or courses then please contact us on 
office@stlukecrosby.org.uk Amanda Bruce. 
 
PRAYER MINISTRY 
We are a praying church; nothing happens without prayer and our motto in 
the PMT is "Prayer changes things".  Jesus commanded us to heal the sick 
(Matt 10:7-8) and placed such importance on prayer and ministry. Although it 
is imperative to pray for every aspect of church life, our priority is ministering 
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to people through prayer. God tells us in James to "pray for each other so 
that you will be healed", and in Galatians to "carry each other’s burdens."  
Prayer ministry is available after Sunday services or if requested privately 
through the week for deeper needs or ongoing ministry with utmost 
confidentiality. I am often saddened by the burdens many in our congregation 
are carrying and our greatest desire is to share that burden and for people to 
leave church feeling that their burden has been lightened. God has amazed us 
in private ministry as he transforms lives in front of our eyes, equipping us 
with his supernatural Holy Spirit gifts all working together and we feel very 
privileged to be trusted with peoples' vulnerabilities and that God would 
actually allow us to be co-workers with him. We are also exploring an 
outreach to Storyhouse and hopefully, in the future, making prayer available 
to those calling in the cafe that might benefit from such a ministry.  If 
anybody feels they have a desire for this ministry then please pray about it 
and if you feel God giving you a nudge then please contact me at 
shirleywallin@btinternet.com or 07833652481. We are a friendly bunch who 
meets once a month to touch base and pray for our church.  Shirley Wallin 
 
PRAM CLUB/STEPPING STONES  

2021 - Still in lockdown we 
continued our weekly Facebook 
sessions, alternating virtual Pram 
Club story & craft and Stepping 
Stones. It was hard to gauge the 
impact our online sessions were 
having with little interaction back 
from families – despite asking for 
input and pictures of the crafts 
made at home! We did get the 

occasional comment or message which encouraged us to persevere. Our 
stories covered what God gives us – homes, clothes, food; when we work, 
rest and play; Hot Cross Buns; All Creatures Great & Small – looking at David 
the shepherd boy, our pets, and animals that help us. As restrictions eased, 
we met in the hall garden from 22nd June until our ‘party’ and leavers 
meeting in July – where we put up bunting, had individually wrapped snacks 
and drinks and said goodbye to those starting nursery in September with a 
prayer & gift. We returned to meeting in the hall in September having 
monitored guidance, consulted with the Diocese and produced our own risk 



assessment/best practice document. We covered stories on the weather and 
were delighted to have our Christmas service once more in the church, 
followed by our party and visit from Santa in the hall! Our numbers are still 
low compared to previous, but we do have some new families joining us. Our 
thanks go to Linda Moore who helps each week with the register and 
refreshments.  Nicky Fell & Bev Seel 
 
THE WAY YOUTH CLUB 
As expected we didn’t start back at The Way until 
September 2021, which means we lost a full year 
of children from the local schools. When we did 
start back we made the decision to limit the intake 
to year 6 pupils from St Luke’s school only, which 
meant we could maintain a safe Covid bubble. This decision has paid 
dividends in the fact that member numbers have stayed high for this time of 
year, we regularly get around 20 members turning up to play football, 
basketball, table tennis etc. Tim Causer 
 
2ND ST LUKE’S BROWNIES 
Well 2021 turned out to be another strange year for 2nd Crosby Brownies. 
The start of the year saw us continuing with weekly meetings on Zoom. As 
restrictions lifted, we were able to meet outdoors in the summer term. We 
managed to complete some brilliant outdoor treasure hunts and made 
artwork out of natural objects. Mostly we just enjoyed seeing our Brownie 
friends again and playing some games! Since September, we have been able 
to meet indoors and have even welcomed some new younger Brownies to 
our pack and we have some spaces available if you know anyone wanting to 
join! We have worked on new theme awards and completed some badges. 
We held our own mini Thinking Day service with the Brownies renewing their 
promises and talking about their concerns for the future - global warming and 
plastic in the oceans to name a few. They talked about what they wanted to 
change and how they could change it.  The highlight of the year came in 
December, when the Brownies enjoyed a trip to see Disney's Encanto along 
with lots of other Sefton Guiding Groups - It was great to see so many 
Rainbows, Brownies, Guides and leaders out together again. This term has 
started to feel like we are returning to 'normal' and we can't wait to see what 
the next year brings. Peg Bentley 2crosbystlukes@gmail.co.uk 
 



STORYHOUSE 
StoryHouse Coffee Shop and Church have 
experienced a considerable amount of 
transition during 2021. We had our 
highest staff turnover since opening 
including Hannah, our manager, but God 
has been faithful and generous in 
bringing new staff with a heart for Jesus. 
In May we began weekly staff prayer and 
formation sessions to grow deeper in our faith and ensure all missional 
activity flows from prayer and we have seen many answers to prayer in our 
lives and our customers. In collaboration with the L23 partnership we now 
have a youth worker based and line-managed at StoryHouse. He adopted the 
Fresh Expressions approach of listening and prayer whilst working at the 
coffee shop before launching any youth activity in 2022. In August 
StoryHouse Church moved back to meeting in-person in the café and we 
moved into St Michael’s High School in October. Whilst some people left or 
moved away from Crosby during 2021, new people with no faith, little faith 
and deep faith have joined us. With an average of 35 adults and 20 children 
meeting in-person our gatherings are fun, lively and messy and could not 
happen without the generous service of many in the congregation. We are 
committed to a hybrid approach, gathering online and in-person for services, 
midweek groups and prayer and worship, with approx. 30 people engaging 
with our services online. We currently have 3 trustees after our treasurer and 
worship leader moved away in 2021 and we’re looking to appoint another 
trustee from StoryHouse Church. Lizzie Lowrie 
 
ST LUKE’S PREMISES  
2021 proved to be an interesting year with ever changing Covid restrictions 
and guidance! With many of our normal groups not meeting, it did give us the 
opportunity to hire our premises on a regular basis to a local training group 
working on behalf of Greencore Foods in Crosby – this brought in a steady 
income stream for 9 months. Fortunately Bloom Sefton, a mum’s & tot’s 
group, was still allowed to meet on a weekly basis throughout the year. By 
September, as restrictions were lifted, many of our groups started to return 
including opening up the church to the public for the Art Exhibition during 
advent.  A small team has been set up, led by Dave Law, to look at how our 
premises are used across the site and the sustainability of the church hall. We 



are keen to listen to the needs of our church members, local community and 
be guided by God as we discern what His plans are for us in the future. If you 
have any thoughts or ideas regarding the church hall, then please have a chat 
to Dave. Paul Beardwood 
 
CHURCH COMMUNICATIONS   
2021 saw a year of continued pre-recorded 
Sunday worship although ‘in church’ services 
did start back in April 2021. This kept our 
ministerial team and myself busy in creating 
the online services and I thank them all for 
the time & effort in sending their recordings to me week by week. In 
December a PCC decision was made to start live-streaming the services from 
church, which brought more technical challenges. It’s been a time of learning 
for us all, but we do thank God that we have the technology that has enabled 
us to build an online community. It has been a blessing to be able to live-
stream a number of funerals held at church over the year which has enabled 
family members to watch from around the world. Church events and services 
have been managed effectively by being able to book via the website with the 
use of our church management software, ChurchSuite, whether in person, 
online or combination of the two as a hybrid event. I’m sure that hybrid 
meetings will still continue throughout 2022. We learnt how to integrate 
Zoom into physical meetings during the Alpha course and more recently in 
the Vision Evening. Thank you to all who have contributed over the last 2 
years towards our online services so that everyone was still able to feel part 
of the church family whether watching online, using a DVD or the phone to 
listen to the service. Paul Beardwood 
 
THE MAN SHED 
This is now run by Paul in conjunction with the local Veterans, but is open to 
anyone wishing to be involved. Paul has introduced a number of new wood 
working tools and is able to carry out a more varied range of tasks.  Paul has 
managed to keep going within the limits of COVID and has done work for 
some local people and the Church.  It is now open most days from 10.00am to 
3.30pm, so if you are interested in the refurbishment of old  tools, wood 
work, some up-cycling, or helping with the church grounds and buildings then 
give the shed a visit. Contact Dave Law for more info email: 
office@stlukecrosby.org.uk        
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CROSSROADS 
Opening hours 9.30-4.00 
Monday to Saturday 
Purpose: a warm and welcoming café 
with tasty food and friendly service. 
This year we are happy to report that 
we have been able to slowly regain 
normality. We began with shortened 
opening hours and were eventually able 
to resume normal service, and once again Crossroads is now enjoying 
welcoming both regulars and passing trade. We continue to be blessed with 
fabulous managers and volunteers to make Crossroads a great place to be 
both inside and out, not forgetting the garden areas, and huge ‘thank you’ 
must be said to the managers, volunteers and committee members who are 
always busy working with dedication. Don’t forget to pay a visit when you are 
in the village to enjoy a fabulous, tasty and inexpensive experience. If, 
however, you are not able to drop in from time to time, please consider a 
monthly tithing contribution as every little bit helps.  We are always striving 
to recruit volunteers, and we would welcome more volunteers for just a few 
hours any day of the week and they would be assured of a warm reception, 
why not give it a try?  Please check out our Facebook page and give us a ‘like’.  
Ali Dobson 
 
NIFTY KNITTERS 
We were able to start meeting again in September, moving into the main hall 
as the Webster room is out of action. Sadly, we learned during the break that 
Elaine Mayers had died and we will all really miss her and also her amazing 
skill at sorting out half-finished garments with no pattern which are often 
donated to us. We have several new members and now have over twenty 
names on our register, though numbers attending vary from week to week. 
All who come seem to enjoy catching up with everyone and handing in the 
items they have knitted. Once again Jan Matthews came to our rescue and 
with Sandra Brogan ferried our knitting to the collection centre in Bootle to 
be sent on to the Samaritan's Purse charity for children in poor circumstances 
in Eastern Europe. Some of our ladies have regularly taken the hats and neck 
warmers we've made for seafarers to the centre in Seaforth to be distributed 
on board ships in port and these are very much appreciated. We sold some 
items in church for the shoe boxes and with our own donations were able to 



send £250 to Samaritan's Purse. Many thanks to 
all our knitters and everyone who supports us, 
enabling us to help a variety of charities. We are 
always pleased to receive wool, especially double 
knitting, as we use it up very quickly. Our group 
meets every Friday from one till three and new 
members are always welcome. Carol Roocroft. 
 
CRAFTY LADIES 
Crafty Ladies have now changed rooms and changed days. We now meet 
every 2nd and 4th Friday mornings 10.30am, in the Church Hall. We continue 
to share ideas and attempt to make new designs for cards with seasons in 
mind. We are still supporting St Joseph’s Hospice with the money we raise 
from the sale of cards in church. It is a time to meet friends, a time to have 
fun and time of fellowship as we share a thought for the day and pray for 
those in need.  Carol Roocroft. Audrey Davies. Agnes Law. Christine Kallaras. 
 
SEWING GROUP  

At long last September 2021 was the return of St.Lukes 
sewing group after covid. We now meet on 1st & 3rd 
Fridays of each month 10-12pm. As our numbers of sewers 
have increased we now sew in our Church hall. Please pop 
in and take a look and enjoy some refreshments with us. 
Sandra Dowson 
 

 
ST LUKE’S WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
We are a very friendly and welcoming group of women of all ages, most from 
St Luke’s but we welcome all women whether you attend church or not.   It 
would be lovely to have the opportunity to add more members to our group.  
We meet on the first Tuesday of each month in the Church Hall, at 8pm. The 
Women’s fellowship finally re-commenced meeting in September 2021. We 
have had some very enjoyable talks from good speakers including one on the 
old Liverpool comedians, a talk by a retired policeman, and a very interesting 
account of the sinking of HMS Thetis.  In December we enjoyed our usual 
Christmas Meal at the Royal Hotel. So far in 2022 we have enjoyed a talk 
about the Battle of Waterloo, and we are very much looking forward to our 



next visit from Mr Gordon Bartley who will be taking us on a virtual tour of 
France.  Julie Gill  
 
MOTHER’S UNION 
The Queen has been patron of Mothers Union for 70 Years. Members at St. 
Luke's attend meetings and enjoy fellowship with other branches.  For those 
who don't know much about Mothers Union here is a brief history. Founded 
in 1876 by Mary Sumner, wife of a rector in Hampshire. Liverpool, as a 
Diocese joined in the very early days and St. Luke's, Crosby in 1895. The 
founder formed the Union out of her passion for transforming the lives of 
parish families. The movement she envisaged was a fellowship for prayer and 
mutual support, which brought together Mothers of all social classes. 
Membership worldwide numbers 4 million in 91 countries. Each day at noon 
MU members worldwide pause to pray. We approach God with confidence, 
knowing that he hears us and values our prayers. Faith In Action - Ways the 
Mothers Union is making an impact in our world, Safe Spaces for survivors in 
South Sudan, Alleviation from poverty in Burundi, support for the 
marginalized in Rwanda, Seeking healing for trauma in Mozambique, 
Combatting violence against women across provinces, Encouraging 
empowerment and equality in the DRC, Bringing hope to those in prison, 
Standing against gender-based violence. All are very welcome to join us 
midday, as members all over the world pause to pray. The Wave of Prayer is a 
continuous expression of our commitment in prayer to each other which runs 
throughout the year and encompasses all the places in which we are 
represented. Barbara Naylor 
 
KEYSTONE  
Keystone started 2021 by entering another 
national lockdown but has ended it with 
meetings restarted and new people 
attending. During the period of severe 
Covid restrictions the Keystone telephone network stayed active and has 
continued throughout the year. On several occasions, particularly at Easter, 
cards and small gifts were sent to carers and team members and were greatly 
appreciated. What everyone missed most during the Covid crisis was the 
human contact, taken away by the restrictions. We had to be cautious about 
restarting Keystone, but were delighted when we were able to have a 
Beginnings and Endings service led by Jane in September, followed soon after 



by the reopening of Keystone in October. Meetings have taken place regularly 
since then. We have found ourselves with several new carers attending 
Keystone since reopening, reflecting the needs that have built up during the 
Covid period. Numbers in the team have reduced, but were sufficient for the 
activities in 2021. The Keystone Leadership Support Team has been active and 
supportive, and the prayer partners have continued to contribute to this vital 
basis of Keystone. The monthly Keystone prayer meeting continues on the 
third Monday of each month at 10:30am. If you would like to join in please let 
Jane know at jane.at.keystone@gmail.com Thank you to all who everyone 
involved in any way. It wouldn't happen without you!  Jane Stephens 
 
LAKESIDE  
The meeting by the Lakeside, to walk and talk and share a little of how to 
walk Gods way. I would very much like our group to be reinstated now that 
restrictions have been lifted. Anyone interested in this group - walking, 
talking, sharing faith and having a drink at the Royal can contact Rosemary 
Turner via the office. 
 
BIBLE SOCIETY   
The Bible Society works to widen the reach of 
the Bible and to increase knowledge of it, with 
the belief that "when people engage with the 
Bible, lives can change – for good". The Bible Society Action Group in Crosby 
usually runs 2 events during the year, a coffee morning whose proceeds fund 
prizes for the 2nd event, an annual reading contest for local schools held at St 
Luke's Halsall. Sadly, due to the pandemic neither of these events were able 
to be run in 2021. However, we are hopeful of better times ahead. Colin 
Stephens 
 
GROUNDFORCE 
We started 2021 very much hoping it wouldn’t be too long before restrictions 
eased and all would be back to ‘normal’. Not so! However, despite the 
restrictions, we managed to meet each month. We were blessed that the 
weather was generally fine enough for us to have our refreshments in the 
gardens, socially distanced when necessary. We enjoyed a fine BBQ in 
Amanda’s garden in August, a large gazebo protecting us against heavy rain. 
Malcolm Molyneux joined us for this and we were greatly saddened when 
Malcolm passed away a few months later, in November. Although numbers 
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were lower over the course of the year we did recruit 
one or two new volunteers. We still managed to 
keep the garden areas in good shape, assisted by Dan 
Dean’s pruning and Dave Law’s efforts with the 
mower.  We face the constant challenge of how best 
to manage the grounds sustainably and reduce our 
carbon use.  John Turner has encouraged us to leave 
some areas uncut for a season, and plant with 
wildflowers, before scything in late summer - a more 
sustainable option than mowing but only possible in 
selected areas. During the pandemic the grounds 
have continued to be a valuable resource for our 

community with more people visiting them to take exercise and enjoy God’s 
creation. Last words go to our Green Flag judge: “This is an excellent and 
surprising site. It has a lot of interest; especially for nature and the 
preservation of eco systems … it is the future of our precious graveyards to be 
a haven for the local community and sanctuaries for nature”. Steve Matthews 
 
BOOKSTALL 
 
 
 



ST LUKES ECO TEAM - "To strive to 
safeguard the integrity of creation, 
and sustain and renew the life of the 
earth."(5th Mark of Mission)   
Climate crisis. Carbon Emissions. 
Sustainable living. Going Green. 
Recycling.  It is now well known that 
the effects of climate change are 
going to be felt disproportionally by 
the worlds poorest. They are our neighbours. We need to act. The Eco Group 
is leading on this on behalf of the St Luke’s Church family and as part of the 
Diocesan vision for achieving Carbon Net Zero by 2030. We already have Eco 
church Silver Award (https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk). We are now also 
using the UN Sustainable Development Goals 
(https://youtu.be/0XTBYMfZyrM) to review all church activities (what we do) 
and to ask each other whether we do them more fully to bring in God's 
kingdom now, and to create a better world for our children's children. We 
hope to speak personally to all groups over the next few months. If you would 
like to be part of this - or find out more - please contact Rosemary 
office@stlukecrosby.org.uk  
 
ST LUKES PLAYERS ADS  
For many years St Luke’s Players have been staging an annual pantomime in 
February. The aim of the group is to entertain audiences of all ages, raise 
money for charities and provide the opportunity for drama, dance and music 
within a Christian environment. During this time, we have donated over 
£55,000 to a huge number of charities including causes supported by the 
church, SWACA, a variety of children’s charities, cancer charities, hospices, 
the British Heart Foundation and many more. After an unprecedented couple 
of years, ‘normal’ service has finally been resumed – or I should say ‘almost 
normal’! We are pleased to announce that, after Covid forcing yet another 
delay from the original dates that were due to take place in February, this 
year’s hilarious performances of ‘The Wizard of Oz’ were eventually 
presented in March. Our chosen charities this year were Rowan Park Special 
School and the St Luke’s Church Hall Restoration fund. We have also joined 
the 21st century and now use Eventbrite for ticket sales, so look out for next 
year’s show and come and enjoy the fun. A number of our members are 
associated with St Luke’s Church and we also have members from further 
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afield who have become great friends. As part of our outreach we always love 
to welcome newcomers from both the church family and the community. 
We’d love more young people (15 or over on 31 August 2022) to become 
involved in acting or support roles. Rehearsals are always lots of fun and have 
created great friendships within the group. So if you’d like to try treading the 
boards with St Luke’s Players or support behind the scenes, please have a 
chat with one of our members. Ali Dobson, Secretary 
 
ST LUKE’S HALSALL SCHOOL  
 ‘Inspiring lives, building futures together 
with Jesus.’ 
School continues to thrive and be a happy 
and pleasant place to learn and work, where 
the influence of Christ is ever present and 
children are nurtured and developed daily. 
It’s a real privilege to be in a position to help 
shape and influence the pupils’ futures, 
promoting God’s love in their lives. 
As for so many of you the last twelve 
months continued to bring a wide range of 
challenges. The staffs were fantastic at each stage, taking on board the latest 
directives and requirements, adapting as necessary and covering the many 
absences at the drop of a hat to keep school running so smoothly. It is a real 
credit to everyone that the impact of all this change has appeared so minimal. 
We have been revisiting our mission statement with the intention of 
producing a wider ‘Vision Statement’ and appreciated the PCC’s input 
towards choosing a single Bible verse as part of this process. The chosen 
verse is, ‘My commandment is this: love one another just as I love you’ - John 
15 v 12. Moving forwards, we are really hopeful that we will be able to 
welcome you all in to school in the near future to discuss ways in which you 
can support us. As always, we appreciate your prayers as we face the 
challenges school life presents and aim to be Christ’s representatives to the 
school community. Thank you all, Richard Miller, Headteacher. 
 
IN ANOTHER PLACE 
In March 2021 we were asked to a smaller bright space in Bootle Strand 
Shopping centre. In addition to this we were given a large disused corridor for 
storage. Around the same time, we hired an additional full-time member of 



staff Sam D’Auvin which helped us to increase our capacity and offer more. 
Following that transition we have established regular free papier Mache and 
sewing workshops on Tuesdays and Thursdays as well as a weekly choir, 
weekly music lessons, and more recently introduced a drama workshop. Sam 
D’Auvin left us in January, and we hired James Baskett to replace him who 
started in March 2022 and is a great asset to the team. We developed a Giant 
Board Games event which we plan to host once a month and is perfect for 
families. In the last couple of months, we have started to use the disused 
corridor as an event space (located next to TJ Hughes) and opened it for our 
first Narnia themed escape room and for some Mad Hatter Tea Parties both 
of which are now available to book. In December 2021 we ran the Crosby 
Nativity and despite battling the weather we had four wonderful 
performances with great feedback. We also had the Liverpool Passion 
performance in April at St Nicholas’ Church in Liverpool. The Assembly Teams 
and Gospel choir continue to take place in Crosby and are always open to 
new members. Sam Mason 
 

Thank you to all members of the World Mission Group for their faithful 
commitment. What an amazing team!  Thank you also to everyone who has 
continued to support our mission partners, both in prayer and generous 
giving.  Thanks to Paul for updating our website pages and ensuring the 
Donate drop down menu includes our monthly mission focus.  Thanks also to 
Caroline for forwarding our donations wherever possible by BACS transfer. If 
you can, please donate directly to our links and please keep on following each 
monthly mission focus, praying fervently for all our partners.  As I write this, 
Liz Molyneux is in Malawi.  Our prayers are with her as we continue to mourn 
Malcolm’s passing.  We really miss his wit and wise counsel. We will also miss 
Pam Stubbs at our meetings; after 18 years as link person for SWACA, the 
time has come for her to step down from this role.  We are so grateful for all 
she has done to connect St Luke’s with SWACA. Our prayers go with her and 
Neil Frackleton, the CEO, as they, with all their staff, continue to meet the 
needs of Sefton’s women and children suffering domestic abuse.  Recently 
Joyce and I enjoyed a Zoom meeting with Alejandro, together with his other 
supporters in parishes throughout the UK. What a blessing to pray for each 



other in Spanish and English; such is true partnership.  We look beyond our 
own parish links and pray for those in desperate situations throughout the 
world, especially people in Ukraine and Russia. Feeling overwhelmed by the 
scale of global crises, we pray as Christ did, “Into Thy hands, O Lord …” 
Maureen Cawdron World Mission Coordinator 
 
SWACA 
Again during the COVID pandemic staff been 
predominantly home based but have remained 
fully operational, focusing primarily on 
telephone based support both for existing 
service users as well as assessing the needs of 
new ones. The number of referrals continues to 
increase and we have taken on additional staff to cope with this. 
Our child on parent abuse service is up and running and it too continues sadly 
to grow. The organisation feels that sadly our refuge, which is not in current 
use, is no longer fit for purpose. However we're hope to open a new purposes 
built refuge in the next couple of months and although we have managed to 
acquire some grants toward this we will need to raise funds to furnish the 
individual units.  We are in the process of opening a new office in Southport 
to give more local support to victims in North Sefton. As well as the above, 
this year we will be offering a service to male victims of domestic abuse, but 
obviously not from out of our current premises. Both local and national 
governments funding have helped to make this possible but these funds are 
not everlasting and we are really grateful and thankful for the support we 
have and continue to receive from everyone at St Luke's as well as that from 
other local donors.  
Pam Stubbs 
 
TOYBOX 

The Toybox charity work on the streets of Latin America 
with homeless children and children who are working 
on the streets. Toybox works in Guatemala, Bolivia, 
Peru, El Salvador, Nicaragua, India and Kenya. Here at St 
Luke’s we are helping to support the Toybox campaign 
to get the Children of Guatemala registered with birth 
certificates. The cost is upwards of £32 per child, which 
is beyond the reach of the families of many of these 



children. This year we had a zoom evening with Jenny from Toybox at which 
she updated us on all that was happening within the charity. The meeting 
went very well and all present found it very interesting. As like everyone else 
this year Toybox has been challenged in all aspects of their ‘normal’ work. 
Toybox has managed to register over 1,100 children with birth certificates in 
the last six months and following a very successful appeal over the Christmas 
period, they will be able to register many more. They also managed to renew 
their partnership with the Guatemala Registry Service, which is a government 
body responsible for registration in Guatemala. Hopefully working with them 
will enable them to simplify and make more accessible the registration 
process for the most vulnerable. Thank you for contributing to the work of 
Toybox over the last year and please keep all those involved with the Toybox 
Charity in your prayers. For further updates on their work please check out 
their website www.toybox.org  Janette Burridge 
 
SAMARITANS PURSE 
Many thanks to all our knitters and to all 
who filled shoeboxes for Operation 
Christmas Child. 
After the difficulties of Covid restrictions, 
shoeboxes were once again provided in 
church for people to take home, fill with goodies and return. 
In November 2021, 78 shoeboxes, various fillers and many bags of knitting 
were taken to Hope Baptist Church in Bootle for onward transfer. 
All these items will bring much joy to their recipients, so thanks again. 
We subsequently heard that most of our boxes were sent to Central Asia - 
countries like Albania, Moldova, and Afghanistan. Over 65,000 boxes were 
sent from the UK to countries in Central Asia.  As well as distributing 
shoeboxes to children across the world, Samaritan's Purse are also involved in 
international disaster response - since 2009, they have responded to over 112 
disasters around the world. Their mission is to bring hope and light in the 
darkest situations as fast as they can when disaster strikes. They work 
through the local church and ministry partners on the ground, utilising all 
their experience in food distribution, water, sanitation and hygiene, shelter 
and medical services in Jesus Name. Thank you for all your help Vera de 
Villiers 
 
 



 
CHILDREN’S SOCIETY  
Throughout 2021, the wonderful congregation of 
St. Luke's has continued to support the work of 
this charity via the home boxes, allowing for a 
total of £429 to be banked by Hilary. With the rise 
of Omicrom and in the interest of everyone’s 
safety, the decision was made not to hold Christingle Services for the second 
year running. Building on what we started last year, the world mission team, 
supported by Rev. Amanda Bruce we were able to welcome over 80 children 
and their families into Church on Christmas Eve to enjoy an interactive 
nativity walk through, complete with crafts, a quiz and prizes. At the end of 
which, every child collected a DIY Christingle pack full of all the items required 
to make their own Christingle at home, thanks to Barrington's Funeral 
Services for generously providing the oranges. There was a real ‘buzz’ in 
Church during the event and it was lovely to see so many young families 
engaging with the activities and each other. The money donated through 
home boxes and the Christingle service will be used to continue the work of 
the Children's Society to fight against child poverty, neglect and help all 
children have a better chance in life, which is more critical than ever at the 
current time.  Thank you to everyone that continues to support myself and 
Hilary and the work we do for this charity. Special thanks to Hilary for doing 
an amazing job, under very challenging circumstances. 
www.childrenssociety.org.uk. Jo Marshall & Hilary Roberts 
 
ALEJANDRO MESCO  
(Link Mission Partner in Arequipa, Peru.)  
Alejandro works very hard in the Medical Mission repairing wheelchairs sent 
to the Mission from ‘Joni and Friends’ which was founded by the inspiring 
Christian Joni Erickson, herself a wheelchair user. Alejandro gives thanks to 
God that the municipality has given permission to build the new clinic, so now 
financial help is being sought from friends and organisations to begin the 
build.  Alejandro and Doris are still living in the rural area and their daughter 
Helen helps to look after Doris while she is studying for an exam to be a 
teacher. On February 1st. this year we had a zoom meeting with Alejandro 
and his son who interpreted for him along with Maureen Cawdron and other 
UK friends who also support Alejandro. I have booked the hall for Saturday 
24th. September hoping for a quiz this year, watch this space! Thanks to all at 

http://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/


St. Luke’s who pray and give financially to help and support Alejandro. Joyce 
Fell link mission partner for Peru. 
 
MALAWI 
St Luke’s continues to quietly and effectively support the Queen Elizabeth 
Central Hospital and St Paul’s church in Blantyre Malawi. Financial supported 
has been given for various educational courses; a children’s nurse was able to 
(successfully) undertake a distance learning course in palliative care, and 
several children have been kept in school that would otherwise have had to 
leave for lack of funds.  Through the Friends of Sick Children and CHIRA – 2 
charities that support the care of children and adults respectively in the QECH 
– St Luke’s assisted the diocese in building and equipping a rural health 
centre. Unfortunately, the latter was in the flooded zone that cyclone Ana has 
affected this February and we wait to see what damage has been done. The 
floods have caused widespread damage to homes and harvests and St Paul’s 
has been donating emergency materials such as blankets, clothes, cooking 
pots, food and medicines. Malcolm was very involved in helping prisoners and 
with a friend, William Mposa, seeds and seedlings have been donated to 
several prisons for the prisoners to grow. They learn some good farming 
practices and are able to sell the proceeds; skills which will stand them in 
good stead when they are released. This has been so successful that William 
has extended the seed planning to nearby villages to help enhance their diet 
and be a source of income. Covid and climate changes have hit Malawi hard 
with consequent economic difficulties and infrastructural damage (electricity 
and water supplies). The people of Malawi need and value our prayers. Liz 
Molyneux 
 
AROCHA  
ARocha – Portuguese for “The rock” are 
working to bring conservation and hope in 
various ways in Kenya…. 
• Terrestrial research focuses on five 
Important Bird Areas (IBAs) 
• Eco-scholarships for secondary 
school students help protect one of   
               Africa’s prime forests 
• Coral reef research at Watamu Marine National Park 
• Conservation agriculture, environmental education and bird ringing 



• Community conservation tree planting 
• purchasing land to create a Nature Reserve and safeguard indigenous  
              forest and its threatened wildlife. 
• organising an artisanal fishing competition to promote appreciation  
               of the trade by the community. 
Donations from homemade preserves & honey enables us to contribute 
financially to ARocha Kenya, please keep buying! Many thanks, Jan Matthews. 
 
SIERRA LEONE 
James and Mary Bunn, who joined St Luke’s nearly 20 
years ago, have been living and working in Freetown, 
Sierra Leone since 2017. James is a paediatrician, 
working with the World Health Organisation to help 
implement strategies to improve health outcomes, 
particularly in child and maternal health. Mary 
initially worked as a palliative care doctor in the 
country’s only hospice, about an hour out of 
Freetown, but felt there was a much greater need to 
provide palliative care services within the main 
government hospitals which receive far more 
patients with advanced cancers, organ failure and HIV/AIDS. She therefore set 
up a small team, initially 3 nurses selected to learn and practice palliative 
care, and together they have gradually established an integrated PC unit 
which has now supported nearly 500 referred patients, about 150 of whom 

are children presenting with cancer. 
During the past year, we have also 
trained staff to set up teams in 3 
district hospitals, trained Palliative 
Care Nurse Champions from all wards 
in the tertiary university hospital, 
recruited a national doctor, trained 
medical and pharmacy students, and 
been involved in the government’s 
technical working group for cancer 
care to produce strategic plans and 
policies for better cancer and 
palliative care. The support we have 
received from St Luke’s has enabled us 



to provide medicines, dressings, transport, toys and colouring materials, and 
refreshments at training sessions. We often have opportunities to share the 
love of God with our patients and thank you for your part in this. Mary Bunn 
 
CHRISTIAN AID 
In 2021 life was by no means back 
to normal yet after a whole year 
of lockdowns and isolation, 
Christian Aid week gave an 
opportunity to come together 
again. We were all still concerned 
about infection rates and 
meetings indoors. So again, it all 
happened in the pedestrian area 
of Crosby village. We were given permission to collect money on the Friday 
and Saturday, and so we tried to make the most of it. On the Saturday the 
weather was atrocious: rain all morning and gusty winds. Our brave collectors 
were going round the village on the Friday. That day we also had a folk band 
playing in front of Greg’s who very kindly allowed us to seek shelter under 
their canopy. It did brighten up the spirits of the passers-by and with the help 
of a number of friendly and active collectors we managed to a collect £571 in 
the two days. I found the people were generally very positive about our 
collection: they enjoyed the music and donated quite happily. As a lot of 
people do not carry cash, we had arranged for a card reader to be available 
for donations. St. Lukes church also supported CA week by encouraging 
people to make donations online and putting a link to the  Christian Aid  
website on the church home page. We do hope that this year will be easier to 
organize and more people around to help. More musicians, more collectors 
and more money for the people who so urgently need it. For starters, the 
weather will hopefully be better…. Kirsten Sothmann 
 
DEANERY SYNOD 
The members of Sefton North Deanery continue to give thanks for the 
knowledge and skill of scientists and medics who developed and delivered 
vaccines to combat Covid -19 and also to the dedicated and hard-working 
NHS staff to whom everyone owes so much. Covid-19 has impacted greatly on 
all of us, including all fourteen deanery churches and the Deanery Mission 
and Growth fund has been able to offer financial support to churches during 

 



this difficult time. The deanery churches have now all agreed upon a formula 
to apportion Parish Share and it is hoped that this will work successfully in the 
deanery. Slowly, the deanery meetings and activities are being revived and 
two Synod meetings have been held face-to-face recently rather than via 
Zoom. The legacy of Covid-19 still dominates however and at our meeting in 
February, we had an interesting and topical talk about its impact on the 
mental health and well-being of children and young people and the 100,000 
children who have not yet returned to full-time education since the 
pandemic. Canon Amanda Bruce updated Synod about the “Living in Love and 
Faith” agenda and the “National Conversation” leading to a report to be 
called “Listening to the whole Church”. In February, Bishop Paul Bayes retired 
and thanks and appreciation for his nine years of service to the Diocese was 
sent to him on behalf of all deanery churches and congregations. The Deanery 
representatives from St. Luke’s are Keith Cawdron, Zorina Jones, Caroline 
Ramsey and Rosemary Turner.  
Zorina Jones. 


