ST LUKE’S GREAT CROSBY

MINUTES OF ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING AND MEETING OF PARISHIONERS HELD ON  21 MAY 2025
1. 49 people recorded their attendance.

2. Amanda led the meeting in prayer.

3. Apologies for absence were received from Mark Waters, Bob and Sandra Dowson, Sam and Laura Mason, Ian and Emma Turner Bone, Paul Roocroft, Mary Porter, Vera de Villiers, Viv Howarth and Jean Spofforth,

4. The meeting agreed to appoint Keith Cawdron as Clerk.
MEETING OF PARISHIONERS
5. The minutes of the meeting of parishioners held on 22 May 2024 were approved.

6. Debbie Burke and John Turner were elected unopposed as churchwardens. Both were thanked for all their work over the last year.

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING
7. The minutes of the APCM held on 22 May 2024 were approved.

8. The annual report of the PCC for 2024 was presented and received by the meeting. It was noted that the correct number for the electoral roll in 2024 was 239 and that there had been one healing service during the year. The report would be amended to reflect these amendments.

9.  The meeting also received the detailed report on the many activities and groups within the church. Thanks were expressed to Gaynor for all her work on this.

10. The meeting received the report of the Deanery Synod for 2024.

11. Caroline Ramsey presented the PCC’s accounts for 2024 and these were discussed and received by the meeting.

12. The meeting approved the appointment of Ian Wright of Sefton CVS as independent examiner.

13. Lynn Thompson reported that the electoral roll for 2025 stood at 140 members. This was the result from the latest 6-yearly complete revision of the roll. Lynn was warmly thanked for all her work on this.

14. John Turner presented the churchwardens’ report on the fabric of the church and the associated buildings. He listed all the work done in the last year and the issues that were ongoing into 2024. Thanks were expressed to Dave Law for his massive contribution to the care of the grounds.

15. Keith Cawdron reminded the meeting of the decision taken at the 2024 APCM to reduce the number of elected lay members of the PCC from 15 to 9. This was being phased in over 3 years starting from the current year.  This meant there were 3 vacancies for the PCC and Lesley Deninson and Gill Beardwood were elected. It was noted that this left one vacancy and those present were asked to consider standing for the PCC or inviting others to stand.

16. There was a vacancy on the deanery synod because Colin Stevens had resigned. Rosemary Turner was elected to this.

17. Geoff Calvert asked the following question: “What action or planned action, if any, is being taken by the Ministry Team, PCC or churchwardens to reunite the St Luke’s  family so that we are “fit for mission”, irrespective of the current project of the same name?” Amanda gave an initial reply which referred to the mission plan that was being prepared by the PCC. There then followed a wide-ranging discussion in which many of those present took part. It covered a number of issues including the preaching programme, the content and variety of Sunday worship, the fall in numbers, and the diversity of theological approaches within the congregation. Amanda undertook to bring this discussion to the PCC and the ministry team in the first instance to consider how the issues raised should be addressed.

18. Keith Cawdron (as PCC Secretary) undertook to restore the practice of providing for the wider membership a written report on the business conducted by the PCC at its meetings. 

19. Amanda Bruce gave her report as Chair and thanked all who contributed so much to the life of St Luke’s and to sharing with her in its mission. She concluded by leading all present in saying Psalm 23 and pronounced the blessing 

