
Matthew 6.33 (NLT) ’Seek the Kingdom of God above all else’

REFLECTION
Over the last week I have been 
thinking through and planning a 4 
week sermon series for us to follow 
this term. It’ll be interspersed with 
the various fes�val days we have in 
Autumn, Harvest, St Luke’s Day and 
All Saints‘ Day, as well as the more 
sombre occasion of Remembrance 
Sunday. I’ve called this series of 4, 
‘God with us’ and we will explore a 
set of 4 pairs, each being an act of 
God’s blessing followed by a human 
response.  Mostly the response of 
humankind is one of failure or 
revolt, but not always. Some�mes 
it is one of unity, humility and 
praise.

As we start this sequence of 4 that 
span the breadth of the Bible, I 
wonder if you can think back over 
your life�me to points or situa�ons 
or periods of great or small blessing 
from God. It might be a blessing for 
yourself, your family, your 
community, or even something 

you’ve seen on a na�onal or 
interna�onal scale. What happened? 
What did God do? But then, having 
recognised that, what did you or 
others or the wider community do in 
response? Was God’s act of blessing 
recognised, built on and praised, or 
was it simply accepted and passed 
over? Maybe it was even rejected or 
dismissed! 

There may be �mes when God acted 
in your life or the life of your 
community that s�ll need recogni�on 
and where he should be given praise 
and thanks. Think on your blessings 
and repent if you need to, on your 
own behalf or that of others, for a 
less than grateful response. Then give 
thanks to our Almighty God for the 
many ways in which he blesses us 
day by day, in both small and large 
ways. Count your blessings this week 
and recognise the power of God in 
your life. 

Amanda

20th SEPTEMBER 
Leader & Preacher:  Amanda

 Bible Readings: Genesis 3.8-13 
Romans 5.12-19

27th SEPTEMBER  
  Leader: Chris    Preacher: Caroline
  Bible Readings: Levi�cus 19.9-18 

Luke 10.25-37

Welcome to
Knowing Jesus,

loving each other,
caring for our community



Church Services & Events 
What’s on at St Luke’s?  please see the 
‘churchnews’ sec�on of the 
No�ceboard

•  Holy Communion - Wednesdays at 
10.30am in the Crosby Room.  All 
welcome

Sunday 4th October - 
9.00am Said Holy Communion service
10.00am  Family Service (no Holy 
Communion)

Harvest Thanksgiving - Sunday 4th

October - we will be supor�ng 
Foodbank through our food dona�ons, 
and the envelope offering will be for 
our World Mision partner Hannah 
Spiers at the Community at the 
Crossing in New York.  
Foodbank dona�ons: please consider 
dona�ng any of the following: �nned 
fruit, �nned rice pudding, coffee, UHT 
milk (1 litre), toiletries, long life juice / 
squash instant noodles/ pasta'n'sauce
Jam.  Thank you

St Luke’s Halsall school Harvest 
Fes�val Monday 5th October here in 
church.

Tuesday 6th Oct 
Living with Loss meets at 10.30am in 
the Crosby Room 
Lakeside - 8.00pm walking around the 
marina mee�ng at The Royal Hotel, 
Waterloo at 8pm, to walk & then back 
to the Royal for a drink & �me to 
reflect. If you think you may be late 
please contact Jan (07944 671454)
Thursday 8th Oct - Keystone  meets in 
church 10.30am-12.30

Fairtrade fortnight  this 
year is 21st Sept - 4th Oct  
Fairtrade Fortnight 
celebrates the farmers 

and workers behind the products we 
love. In the Welcome Area from 
Sunday 27th Sept - 4th October there 
will be an interac�ve prayer sta�on 
around the theme of Fairtrade. There 
will be an opportunity for you to 
reflect and pray on how we can 
support those who produce our food 
and drink.  On Sunday 4th October
display boards in the Welcome Area 
will give you an opportunity to learn 
more about the Fairtrade movement. 
More informa�on from the Fairtrade 
website  here

Friday 2nd Oct      
10am-12.30pm in the 

Webster Room

Fridays 25th  Sept & 
2nd Oct 1-3.00pm in 
the Webster Room

Monday 28h Sept  
10-12.30pm in the 

Church Hall

https://www.fairtrade.net/uk-en/get-involved/support-fairtrade/current-campaigns/fairtrade-fortnight.html


Dates for your diary

Churches Together in 
Crosby Ecumenical 
Prayer- These short 
Services start at 9.45am.  
You can be sure of a warm welcome. 
The next service is on Thursday 24th

September here at St Luke’s church. 
The following week’s service is on 
Thursday 1st October at St Faith’s 
church.

Christ the River of Life Larger Single 
Parish Combined service Sunday 27th

September at 4.00pm at St Michael’s 
Church Blundellsands - all welcome

Peoples Emergency Briefing film - 
Wednesday 30th September 7.00pm
here in church  

This  is   50-minute film, presents the 
latest evidence on the climate crisis in 
an accessible format and features 
interviews by leading experts with 
reac�on by members of the public and 
celebri�es. There will be an 
opportunity to chat with others a�er 
the screening, there will also be quiet 
prayer space available where you are 
invited to reflect quietly and light a 
candle.If you would like to a�end this 
screening please sign up on the events 
page of the church website            
www.stlukecrosby.org.uk/events

Groundforce - meet in the grounds on 
Saturday 3rd Ocober 9.30am onwards
All are welcome to help with caring for 
the Grounds - great refreshments to 
enjoy too!  Please don’t forget to bring 
your own gloves. We look forward to 
seeing you!

Apple pressing at St Luke’s - Saturday 
3rd October 1-
2.00pm Come to 
the Paddock at St 
Luke’s church hall  
and make apple 
juice!  Bring some 
plas�c containers 
to carry away 
your sweet 
bounty. Ea�ng 

(dessert) apples and cookers (culinary) 
types make fantas�c juice.  We look 
forward to seeing you.  All welcome!

https://christriveroflife.churchsuite.com/events/x5syt2k9


Dates for your diary

Christmas Cra�s -
An invita�on awaits to make 
Christmas cra�s and Christmas 
cooking at Bassenfell Manor Chris�an 
Centre, Bassenthwaite, Cumbria, 9th-
14th November 2026. Full board and 
resources included £415. Speak to 
Agnes Law for more informa�on.

World Mission focus for September 
is Alejandro Mesco in Peru.

The news 
below is from 
Alejandro's 
newsle�ers in 
the last 6 mths 

 “In March from 
the 2nd to the 5th 
there was a 
medical campaign 
in the Colca 
Canyon, in the 
towns of Maca, Callalli and Chivay.
Also in Arequipa there was a state of 
emergency because of torren�al rain 
causing flooding, filling homes with 
water and sand and many homes 
became uninhabitable.
Alejandro’s wife Doris is ill but with 
Alejandro’s love and care she is 
stable.

Helen hopes to qualify as a teacher in 
December and Carlos and Rolando 
both work as teachers. Alejandro 
junior con�nues serving the Lord in 
Quilpue, Valparaiso.
It’s hard to believe that Alejandro’s 
grandson Joshua has turned seven , 
he’s very studious and they 
communicate through video calls.”
Alejandro always sends his love to 
everyone at St. Luke’s.  Joyce Fell

Opera�on Christmas Child
It's that �me of year again & empty 
shoeboxes are at the back of church 
with a leaflet included explaining the 
best things to put inside.   Ideas 
include: something to wear eg hat, 
scarf, gloves; a toy to play with; 
colouring pens/pencils (sharpeners 
too please!); soap, flannel, 
toothbrush. No sweets, toothpaste 
or liquids please. Shoeboxes need to 
be returned by Sun 1 November 
please & will then go to children in 
various parts of Europe, Africa & Asia 
who have never received a box 
before.If you can, please include £5 
per box to help with transporta�on 
costs. Shoeboxes can also be made 
online - see here
Many thanks, Vera & Jan (07944 
671454 for any queries)

https://samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/shoebox-online/create-a-box


 Fit for Mission

 Cul�vate -

What If God Wants to Do Something 
Through You?
Have you ever looked around your 
community and wondered, “What 
could God do here?”
• What if the person who feels far 

from church is closer to God than 
they realise?

• What if there are people in our 
neighbourhoods who are longing 
for belonging, purpose and 
hope—but simply haven’t found a 
way into church?

• And what if God wants to use 
ordinary people like us to make a 
difference?

You might not think of yourself as a 
leader. You may have no desire to start 
a new worshipping community, run a 
ministry or take on a new 
responsibility at church.
That’s okay. Cul�vate is for you too.

Cul�vate is an opportunity to step 
back, dream a li�le, ask some 
different ques�ons and discover what 
God might be invi�ng you into.
• You might discover a gi� you never 

knew you had.
• You might see your community 

differently.
• You might find a new passion for 

people who aren't yet connected 
with church.

• Or you might simply come away 
with a renewed sense of hope 
about what God is doing.

Some�mes God doesn’t show us the 
whole journey. He simply invites us to 
take the next step. The Church needs 
people who are willing to be curious, 
courageous and open to possibility. 
People who believe that God is not 
finished with His Church, and that 
there are s�ll new ways for people to 
encounter Jesus.
What if one of those people is you?
You don't need to know what you're 
going to do. Just come with an open 
heart and see what God might 
cul�vate. You might be surprised by 
what He grows.

The 6-week course, running either on 
a Monday evening  7pm-9pm at St 
Nicholas Church, Blundellsands (sign 
up here) or Thursday a�ernoons 1pm-
3pm at St John & St James’ Church, 
Bootle (sign up here)

https://christriveroflife.churchsuite.com/events/h5fopctb
https://christriveroflife.churchsuite.com/events/nnldtnn5


Our Stories

Jim Stewart’s 
Sahara Trek - 

In October Jim 
will be walking 70km across the  
Sahara to raise funds for the 
Alzheimer’s society.  “Are you crazy?"is 
what people have said about what I 
am going to do. I'm going on a charity 
trek. ”  To sponsor Jim and learn more 
of  his story and why he’s suppor�ng 
Alzheimer’s society please see here

St Luke’s Halsall school news 

Vote for St 
Luke’s - if you 
shop at Tesco in 
Formby,  please 
drop your blue 
counter into the 
‘St Luke’s Halsall 

school’ sec�on - they are bidding for 
‘Forest School’ Resources. 

Macmillan Coffee morning - Friday 
25th September -   Children in years 1-
6 will be performing an ‘inspira�onal’ 
song for you in the hall whilst you  are 
enjoying your coffee and cake 
throughout the day.  If you would like 
to donate a baked or bought cake 
please bring to  the school office by 
Thursday 24th September. There will be 
a raffle as part of this fundraising 
event. Raffle �ckets will be available to 
purchase during the day. We look 
forward to seeing you!

Good 
reads?
Have you 
recently 
read an 
interes�ng 
Chris�an book which has  helped,  
encouraged or inspired you on your 
faith journey in some way?  Don’t 
keep it to yourself, share with others! 
We’d love to read  your 
recommenda�ons! Just write a short 
ar�cle (approx 50-100 words) about 
the book you’ve read and why you’d 
recommend it to others. Please email 
news@stlukecrosby.org.uk   We look 
forward to reading your reviews.

Graveyard 
mapping 
project-     The 
mapping tool 
will be 
interac�ve and 
allow you to 
view the graves 

at St Luke’s churchyard.   Once the 
data has been entered you will be able 
to search on various records, helping 
you with your family history research.
Sponsorship for Charles & Dave -  to 
help raise funds for this Graveyard 
mapping project, could you sponsor 
Chas’n’Dave for their mowing/
strimming of the graveyard?  Forms 
are in the Welcome Area.  
Thankyou

https://www.justgiving.com/page/jim-stewart?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL
http://news@stlukecrosby.org.uk


Dates  for your diary - community

Celebra�ng Disability and Ministry: 
As we Are - From 14th September - 
Liverpool Cathedral are hos�ng an 
exhibi�on celebra�ng disabled and 
neurodivergent people who minister 
and work across the Church of 
England.  As We Are features 12 
portraits by documentary and 
portrait photographer Ruth Samuels, 
shining a light on the contribu�on 
and gi�s of people whose stories are 
too o�en overlooked. It features the 
Ven. Pete Spiers, Archdeacon of 
Knowsley and Se�on. Discover the 
stories behind all 12 portraits and 
find out more about the exhibi�on
here

Exploring the Lord’s Prayer - Join the 
Archbishop of York, Stephen Co�rell, 
at Liverpool Cathedral on Monday 
5th  October for an evening exploring 
the meaning and relevance of the 
Lord’s Prayer today. Through music, 
stories, teaching, conversa�on and 
reflec�on, the evening will consider 
how this familiar prayer can shape 
the way we pray and the way we live.  

Archbishop Stephen will share his 
own reflec�ons on the prayer and its 
con�nuing relevance to our lives, 
communi�es and world. Guests will 
also have the opportunity to ask 
ques�ons, join the conversa�on and 
take part in moments of individual 
and shared reflec�on.
Everyone welcome. Arrive from 
6.30pm for a 7pm start, the event 
will conclude at approx 8.00pm 
Everyone welcome  RSVP here

In Another Place presents The 
Narnia Experience in Bootle Strand 
Shopping Centre, inside the Castle, 
above the Post Office.        17th

October – 7th November  with 
performances star�ng every half 
hour from 10.00 am to 2.00pm.

 The Narnia Experience  places 
audiences directly in the story - walk 
through the enchanted world of 
Narnia  and meet characters such as 
Mr Tumnus and the White witch 
before  encountering the King of 
Narnia – ASLAN himself.  Maybe 
complete your experience with a 
cream tea at Kingsley & Co.  For 
more informa�on and for �ckets  
please see the website                
www.inanotherplace.com

https://liverpoolcofe.org/portrait-series-of-disabled-clergy-is-coming-to-liverpool-cathedral/?mc_cid=6c0f0c95c3&mc_eid=297f83d24f
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=xKxXbyj1DUy6xuhOz6X4s5AcCiVyL2lMkQ0RHuiYthFUNURCWFJZMk9KVDQ1TVRRVDFaQ1VGRlkyUC4u&route=shorturl&mc_cid=818d538d25&mc_eid=297f83d24f
https://liverpoolcofe.org/portrait-series-of-disabled-clergy-is-coming-to-liverpool-cathedral/?mc_cid=6c0f0c95c3&mc_eid=297f83d24f


 Please pray for…  Victoria Watson, Connor McCabe, Erin Holmes, Will 
(Gaynor’s husband),  Margaret Quayle, Vera de Villiers, Angela Welsby, Chris�ne 
Ruddock, Poppy Watson, Stephen Birch, Margaret Harley, Barbara Naylor, Roger 
(Joyce Whetnall’s son)

Please pray for the family and friends of Paul Roocro�, as they mourn their loss.  
The funeral will take place here at St Luke’s at 1.30pm on Thursday 24th

September, all are welcome to a�end. The funeral will be livestreamed at www.
stlukecrosby.org.uk & viewed a�erwards at www.stlukecrosby.org.uk/funeral
To allow the family to use the church car-park please could church members 
planning to a�end consider parking in Crosby village rather than the church car-
park.  Thank you.

Prayer Requests  - If you would like a name to be added to the list please take a 
form from the Welcome Area, complete and return to Gaynor at the Parish 
Office, or you may also complete an online request form at www.stlukecrosby.
org.uk/prayer

Fit for Mission -  Please pray for the Clergy Leadership, the Naviga�on Team and 
the Diocesan Fit for Mission Teams also the Buildings & Communica�ons Teams, 
Churchwardens, Parish Safeguarding Officers and Treasurers teams.                                              
Please pray for the congrega�ons of the churches in our new ‘Christ the River of 
Life Parish’ - St Michael’s Blundellsands, St Nicholas Bludellsands, St Oswald’s 
Netherton, St John & St James, St Mary’s, St Faith’s, Christ Church with St John 
as we con�nue to work together and move further into this tranisi�on process

Please con�nue to pray for the people of Venezuela, the DRC and the Ebola 
crisis,the Middle East, Lebanon, Iran, the Sudan, Gaza and Israel, the people of 
Ukraine. Please pray for the people of Nepal and Tibet following the recent flash 
flooding, please pray for those who have lost loved ones, their homes, and have 
no food or clean water, for the ongoing search and recovery.  Tearfund prayers 
for areas around the world  may be found here

A Prayer for Fairtrade fortnight from CCOW  “Dear Lord, please give us hearts 
yearning for the changes that manifest your Kingdom: The love that cares for 
neighbours jus�ce in ma�ers large and small.  A closer walk with you.”  Amen

Prayer

Contact details:                                                 Charity No: 1128698
Vicar: Rev. Amanda Bruce                             Parish Administrator: Gaynor Robertson
vicar@stlukecrosby.org.uk                                office@stlukecrosby.org.uk
0151 932 9253                                                  0151 931 3119                        
Newsletter email: news@stlukecrosby.org.uk            Website : stlukecrosby.org.uk 
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